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ACQUIRING A HOME AN IMPORTANT TRANSACTION 
By Clair W. Ditchy 


Of all the purchases which the average individual makes during his entire life-time, 


none is more important nor involves 
of a home; none is required to fulfill 
such an extended period of usefulness. 
seasons and sometimes he may find it nec- 
essary to drive the same car for a number 
of years. But in both of these instances of 
rather serious expenditures, although the 
owner is aware of the brevity of their 
terms of service, yet he concerns himself 
greatly with their durability. If he thought 
the suit would soon show signs of wear, 
would lose its shape, would bag at the 
knees and elbows, fray at the cuffs of the 
coat or trousers, he certainly would not 
buy that suit. 


And similarly, he would avoid the car 
whose chassis was flimsily built, whose 
springs were weak and whose engine per- 
formance was faulty. 


If in the purchase of these more or less 
transitory possessions he feels the neces- 
sity of assuring himself of quality in ma- 
terial and construction, what greater im- 
portance he must attach to the nature of 
the construction of his home, the shelter 
which for many, many years—perhaps for 
the remainder of his life—must protect 


him from the elements, must provide him 


Am 


a greater financial expenditure than the purchase 
such an important and varied mission or to offer 
an may wear a suit of clothes for several 


with privacy, security from marauders, 
must afford him an appropriate and pleas- 
ing background for his domestic happi- 
ness; and must offer him all of the facili- 
ties which civilization dictates are requi- 
site for our modern daily life. 


i Architects’ Luncheon 


INTERCOLLEGIATE ALUMNI CLUB 
13th Floor, Penobscot Building 


Tuesday, January 7th, 12:30 p. m. 


The average family purchases a home 
but once and many families in the past 
have been denied even this one opportu- 
nity. But today, the Federal Housing Ad- 
ministration is making it possible for a far 
greater number to enjoy the thrill of own- 
ing their own homes, and in offering this 
precious privilege, it is emphasizing the 
importance of good construction. Why? 

First of all, because it is good business. 
There is no need to argue that a soundly 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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ANNUAL MEETING AND ELECTION 


January 21, 1936 


The Builders’ and Traders’ Exchange 51st Annual Meeting will take place at 3 P. Ma Jan: 


uary 21, 


The annual election-polls open from 9 A. M 


1936 in the offices of the Exchange. 


to 3 P. M. 


at offices of Exchange 


Three 


members to be elected to Board of Directors from following six candidates: 


W.R.C 


Bert Haberkorn of J 


Cluff of Frederic B. Stevens Co. 


H. A 


John Kuehne of Kuehne Electric Co. 


R.L 


Spitzley of R. L. Spitzley Heating Co 


Haberkorn Co. 


Fred Weinert of Chamberlin Metal Weatherstrip Co. 


John Wenzel of Wenzel Floor Co. 


Open house from 2:30 to 6 P. M. with “time out” for the annual meeting at 


3 P. M. Re- 


freshments full of vim and vigor and solids full of appetizing vitamins 


No noon luncheon this year. 


eon because in former years so many members came in for the luncheon but 


for the annual meeting. 


We urge you to arrive at approximately 2:30 


you will have time to vote even if you get inside our outer gate at exactly 
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ACQUIRING A HOME AN IMPORTANT 
TRANSACTION 


(Continued from Page 1) 


constructed house is a better investment 
and a better risk than a poorly construct- 
ed one. And if the Federal Housing Ad- 
ministration is insuring a bank’s loan on a 
house for twenty years, it must take every 
precaution to see that house wil be a good 
risk for twenty years, that if the govern- 
ment as guarantor of the loan is obliged 
to take possession of the house, it will be 
able to dispose of it without loss to itself ; 
indeed if the house is well constructed, 
the government may not only cover its 
own financial interest but may be able to 
return a substantial amount to the former 
unfortunate owner who has lost it. 

But in addition to this very important 
business aspect, the government is deeply 
interested in raising the standard of home 
construction, because in so doing, it is 
raising the standard of living and increas- 
ing the stability of the nation. It is en- 
hancing the tangible assets of every com- 
munity. For that community which can 
boast of well built homes is sure to be the 
abode of better citizens with a greater 
respect for law and order, 

If the government then is so concerned 
with the construction of our homes, how 
much greater should our interest be. For, 
every desirable feature of a home is de- 
pendent upon its structural soundness. 
Appearance certainly relies upon it, for 
no matter how cleverly a house may be 
designed, it soon falls into a shabby con- 
dition when weaknesses in construction 
obtrude themselves. And fine proportions 
and attractive finishes seem tawdry and 
inept when they merely serve as a mask 
for poor construction. 

To be comfortable, a house must be 
weathertight and no building can be tight 
if its frame is not rigid and strong and its 
foundations capable of giving it adequate 
support. 

Unfortunately, the most vital parts of a 
house are concealed and if they fail, it 
may spell ruin for plaster and wallpaper, 
fioors may go out of level and become 
squeaky, windows and doors may stick or 
rattle, cracks may develop which make 
the house difficult to heat in the winter, 
and possibly damp and unhealthful in the 
summer. 

The defects which appear on the sur- 
face may be easily thought not inexpens- 
ively remedied. But the seat of the trouble 
is not so easily reached and repaired. 
Good construction therefore is absolutely 


OO 


essential. It is not a luxury but a vital 
necessity which determines the value of 
the entire structure. 

How may one assure himself of a well 
built house? This is sometimes difficult in 
a house already built. The important sup- 
porting members are usually concealed 
and even their size, not to mention their 
quality, must be conjectured. At best it is 
a problem for a specialist, one who known 
construction and who is competent to 
judge by the evidence which is visible. 

In new work the task is simpler. Full 
architectural service rendered by a regis- 
tered architect is the surest method, Plans 
and specifications drawn to cover in detail 
what you want in your house, a contract 
with a reliable and capable contractor and 
architectural supervision to insure that 
the drawings and specifications are prop- 
erly interpreted and followed, 

This method is recognized by the Fed- 
eral Housing Administration as the best 
procedure. The grading of the loan on an 
architecturally planned and supervised 
house is higher and this redounds to the 
benefit of the owner in dividends from the 
accumulated surplus of premiums. Thus 
good architectural service may pay for 
itself in addition to securing the best pos- 
sible home for the owner. 
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ARCHITECTS’ REPORTS 


Agree, Chas. N., 1140 Book Tower, CA. 92 
Taking figures on press repair shop, Woodward 
Garage, Second and La Belle, City of Detroit Street 
Railway. Bids due Jan. 6. 

Same.—Taking figures on press repair shop. 
Woodward Garage, Second and La Belle, City of 
Detroit Street Railway. Bids due Jan. 6. 

Same.—Taking figures on Money-House, City of 
Detroit Street Railway. Bids due Jan. 6. 

Same—Taking bids on air conditioning on Rialto 
Theatre, Flint, Mich. Due Jan. 10, 

Same.—Preparing plans for Albion Theatre, Al- 
bion, Mich. 

Same.—Preparing plans on 2 story and basement 
addition to newspaper plant. Polish Daily News, 
Canfield and Stoepel Pl. 

Bennett & Straight, 13526 Michigan, OR. 7750.- 
Revised figures on Greenville school will be due 
Jan. 9—2 o'clock. 

Confer, Earl A., 18970 Grand River, RE, 2714.- 
Taking figures on residence, Stahlin Ave. 7 rooms, 
34x31, air conditioning and oil burner. 

Same.—Preparing plans tor sales and service sta- 
tion, 160x125, Michigan Ave. 

Same.—Preparing plans for residence, Bretton 
Drive. 

Derrick, Robt. O., Inc., 35 Fl. Union Trust Bldg., 
CA. 3175.—Figures on Recreation Building for Edi- 
son Institute of Technology, Greenfield Village, 
Dearborn, taken after Jan. 2. 

Same.—Figures for east addition to waiting room, 
Greenfield Village, Ford Museum, taken shortly. 

Same.—Bids taken for two sets of gates, orna- 
mental iron work, Oakwocd Blvd. and Airport 
Drive. 

Same.—Plans for Grace Evangelical Lutheran 
church, Lakepointe and Kercheval, r ady after Jan. 
oth. 

Dise, J. Ivan, 2631 Woodward, CA. 4789,—-Altera- 
tion to building at 2942 Woodward, Contracts let 
after Jan. 6. 

Same.—Taking figures on residence, Bedford 
Road, Grosse Pointe Park. 

Hyde, A. K., Woodward and E. Grand Blvd., MA. 
0803.—Residence for Henry H. Hubbard, Muskoka 
Road, Grosse Pte. Farms. Bids closed Dec. 18. 

Kuni, Wm. H., CA. 8850.—Preparing plans for 
residence, Bircheres Stone veneer, cost 
$20,000. 

Same.—Preparing plans for early American resi- 
dence. $25,000 cost. Wayne, Mich. 

Early American residence, Warrington 
near Curtis. Cost. $11,000. Owner withheld. Care 
of architect. 

Same.—Preparing plans for Georgian residence, 
Renfrew Drive, Sherwood Forest. Cost $20,000. 

Same.—Preparing plans for English residence, 
Rosedale Park. Cost $11,000. 

Same.—Preparing plans for Georgian residence, 
Warrington Drive. Cost $15,000. 

Same.—English residence cor. Bircherest and 
Thatcher. Excavating completed. Cost $18,000. 

Same.—Early American residence, 37x70, Birch- 
crest and Clarita, Ready to plaster. 

Marr, Richard, 415 Brainard, TE. 1-6860.—A ltera- 
tion to store at 317 West Fort. Bids closed, Con- 
tracts let shortly. 


Merrit & Cole, LO. 2483—Plans completed for 2 
story and basement building, 60x42% ft. Isabella 
Jail. Awaiting PWA approval. 

O'Dell & Rowland, 90 Stimson, TE. 1-4060.— 
Residence for Mrs. Ella P. Davis, Bloomfield Hills, 
Mich. Sub-contracts being let. 

Same.—General contract on Cadieux Elementary 
School let to A. W. Kutche Co. 

Schley, Cyril Edward, 1145 Lafayette Bldg., CA. 
8499.—Preparing sketches for residence for Dr. 
Wm, Street, Warrington Drive, Palmer Woods. 

Smith, Hinchman & Grylls, Chester Sorenson, As- 
sociate Architeets—Contracts on Western High 
School have been approved by PWA. 

Smith, Hinchman & Grylls, 800 Marquette Bldg., 
RA.8825.—Preparing plans for alteration to Central 
M. E. Church. 

Same.—Preparing plans for school for Children’s 
Home, Mt. Clemens, Mich. 

Same.—Preparing preliminary plans for Gradu- 
ates’ School, Rackham Memorial, Ann Arbor, Mich, 

Wetzel, B. C. & Co., 2317 Dime Bank Bldg., CA. 
4941.—Revised plans for Galien School, Bids taken 
beginning Dee. 18. 

Same.—Burr Oak School. Revised plans. Bids 
to be taken in a short time. 

Wright, D. Allen, 133 W. Grand Blvd., LA, 4572.— 
Preparing plans for residence, Ridge Road, Grosse 
Pointe. 

Same.—Preparing plans for residence, Bucking- 
ham Road, Grosse Pointe. Mich. 


FROM THE FEDERAL 
ARCHITECT 


When we were very young (which was 
a very long time ago) we used to lie on 
the floor in the attic and read the copies 
of Harpers and Century that stood piled 
under the slope of the roof. It seemed to 
us then that these two publications were 
a power and an institution. Poor Century 
has gone by the board, but Harpers goes 
valiantly on preserving the former ideal. 

It surprised us therefore, in connection 
with our favored profession of architec- 
ture, to note that this magazine, repre- 
senting as it does a tradition, should take 
to sneering at high ideals. In its recent 
article headed “The Grandeur that is 
Washington,” it takes a heavy bludgeon 
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in crack at recent beautification, secured 
after years of patient toil, of the Capital 
of the Nation. 

While we are aware that certain types 
of magazines and books obtain attention 
by attacking the sincerity, the talents, 
the accomplishments and the intent of 
men who had established themselves as 
national figures, we are puzzled at the 
Harperian attitude toward the great per- 
sons, living and dead, who have striven to 

’ make the Nation’s Capital a beautiful and 
imposing city. 

It seems to us that their effort toward 
beautification of the city has really been 
an admirable and uplifting thing, deserv- 
ing intelligent support and not scorn for 
the sake of filling a page or two with ar- 
resting paragraphs. 

We believe that everyone should have 
the right to express his opinion. But when 
the expressed opinion strikes at a public- 
spirited ambition, the attainment of which 
has been given tireless study through 
many years, there should be more than a 
passing thought to justify going into print 
with it. 

The article sneers at Burnham, McKim, 
Olmstead and St. Gaudens, as members of 
the Commission on the plan of Washing- 
ton—Burnham, placed by his large ideas 
and ability for accomplishment in the 
forefront of town-planners; McKim, in- 
spired figure, than whom there are few 
greater in architectural history; Olmstead, 
that widely experienced landscape de- 
signer, and the never-to-be-forgotten St. 
Gaudens, whose appealing and inspired 
sculpture gives him an imperishable place 
in our cultural history. 

“And this was the sort of tripe” says 
Harpers in effect, ‘that they put on the 
Commission.” And what,” it continues, in 
effect, “did this Commission do but go 
back to the plan for Washington laid out 
by the nut L’Enfant.” “Can you” the an- 
cient monthly strives to say, but uses more 
words about it, “beat that?” and proceeds 
to lie down and roll over in a genteel 
octogenatrian fit. 

It goes on to list a few more names well 
known in contemporary architecture— 
Cass Gilbert, John Russell Pope, Delano 
and Aldrich, Charles Platt, Henry Bacon, 
Charles Moore, Edgerton Swartout, Lee 
Lawrie and others; and states calmly— 
“Therein lies the cause for much of our 
artistic derailment.” 

As one might say—it is these fellows 
Verdi, Wagner, Beethoven and Mozart 
who have pulled down the musical ideals 
of the world. Or—it is uninspired hacks 
like Shakespeare, Johnson Keats, Tenny- 
son and Dickens who have stood in the 


way of there being an English literature. 

And how does Harpers criticize the 
results obtained by the eforts of the men 
named above as shown in the recent 
Washington buildings? The indictment is 
a little vague, judged by architectural 
standards. Criticism of the Commerce 
Building, for instance, is on the mathe- 
matical basis of its having seventy col- 
umns and having a balustrade above the 
cornice. 

In the same spirit it criticizes the Su- 
preme Court building aesthetically as be- 
ing faced with 45,000 cubic feet of mar- 
ble. It worked this around into avoir- 
dupois, asserting for the convenience of 
the layman that 45,000 cubic feet of mar- 
ble weighs 75,000,000 pounds, appearing 
to feel for some reason or other that this 
rather nearly deprives the building of any 
claim to architectural merit. 

It is all quite confusing, as if the whole 
thing were the result of someone delib- 
erately setting out to find things to criti- 
cize. 

For instance, the author gets himself 
considerably agog because the Archives 
Building was not designed as a ‘‘ware- 
house.” That's what it is, he says. We 
wonder. 

Can any building be more deserving of 
a monumental exterior than one which 
shelters the Declaration of Independence, 
the Constitution, the oaths of allegiance 
sworn at Valley Forge, the Treaty of 
peace that made the United States a na- 
tion, Louisiana Purchase Agreement, the 
Emancipation Proclamation, the Treaty of 
Versailles; and all those other documents 
that are tangible evidence of the emo- 
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tional life of the nation. Warehouse! Well, 
we agree it would be cheaper to consider 
it as such. 

We agree that the whole Triangle for 
that matter could have been done more 
cheaply—and in the manner the author 
suggests—by filling between the steel 
with areas of glass, to form a series of 
Sunshine Biscuit buildings the length of 
Pennsylvania Avenue, But we feel that 
government buildings in the Nation’s Capi- 
tal are deserving of a better architecural 
expression. 

It is certain that in a city which is the 
capital of a nation as great as this one 
—to which thousands of people flock 
annually—school children, brides and 
grooms, cherry-blossom viewers, conven- 
tionists, those bidden to the various offi- 
cial-social occasions—there will always be 
a demand for things to see. If monumental 
buildings are not in place, there will be 
erected monuments having no purpose 
other than to crystallize patriotic or his- 
torical ideas. 

It seems a sensible idea, therefore, to 
have erected monuments which have a 
useful purpose rather than to have built, 
in focal points, a series of structures of 
factory and warehouse character and 
thereafter attempt to make up for this 
lack by erecting just monuments. 

On the whole it seems a pity that in a 
case where an effort has been made to 
ereate a cultural beauty in a great city— 
not by one mind, but by the foremost ar- 
chitectural minds of the nation, and not 
hastily but uver a long period of years— 
there should at once arise a preacher who 
cries “I should have not done things that 
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way,” condemning all the others to error 
by that one pronoun. It seems a pity that 
by reason of the fact he offers demoli- 
tional criticism he should therefore obtain 
a printing in a thoughtful magazine. 

There has been an abundance of criti- 
cism of our cities because they are un- 
studied, ugly and full of mere utilitarian 
buildings, but here is the first example of 
criticism of a city because it is studied, 
beautiful and not full of mere utilitarian 
buildings. 


POINTERS TO PURCHASERS 
By EZRA H. FRYE of the Detroit Bar 

When buying real estate there are a 
number of things which a purchaser should 
know in order to avoid trouble, and the 
purpose of this article is to enumerate a 
few of the more essential ones. 

To acquire a good right to the possession 
of real estate, one must not only make a 
physical examination of it, but must have 
the record title examined. The purpose of 
recording deeds, mortgages, contracts, 
leases, and other documents affecting real 
estate is to give notice to anyone desiring 
to purchase an interest therein of the 
claims of the parties mentioned in these 
instruments and a purchaser is bound by 
any instrument of record affecting the 
title to real estate. Inasmuch as the indi- 
vidual purchaser or attorney would find it 
very tedious to make a personal examina- 
tion of these records, abstract companies 
have arisen whose business it is to examine 
and digest all the records or instruments 
filed with the Register of Deeds in the 
County where the land is located, from 
which they prepare an abstract of title, 
which is nothing more than a history of 
the title to the property in question written 
up in readable form by the abstractor. 

From this abstract, when brought to 
date, an attorney skilled in the knowledge 
of titles, can determine and give an opin- 
ion as to whether or not the title is good 
or bad. In other words, whether or not 
the title is marketable of record. 

A marketable title in the State of Michi- 
gan is defined to be one of such a charac- 
ter as should assure the purchaser of the 
quiet and peaceful enjoyment of the prop- 
erty, and which is free from encumbrances. 
Encumbrances may arise from such items 
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as mortgages, building restrictions, leases, 
contracts of sale, easements in the nature 
of right of ways or other sources, and to 
be binding upon a purchaser must either 
be of record or actually in existence so that 
they can be discernable from a physical 
examination of the property. Therefore, 
the purchaser of property should not only 
have an abstract of title covering the prem- 
ises certified to date and examined, but 
should also make a physical inspection of 
the property for the purpose of determin- 
ing the rights of anyone in possession, and 
should also have a survey made thereof to 
ascertain whether or not adjoining fences 
or buildings may encroach over on the 
property which he thinks he is purchasing, 
inasmuch as these encroaching fences or 
buildings, where they exist for the period 
of the Statute of Limitations, or fifteen 
years, and are acquiesced in by the par- 
ties, create adverse rights in the nature of 
an encumbrance against the premises, and 
even completely taking away the right of 
the owner to the extent of invasion or en- 
croachment. 

Another thing which should always be 
looked ints where any construction work 
has been done upon the premises within 
two months from the time of the purchase, 
is to satisfy yourself that all bills for labor 
and material have been paid, to prevent 


the filing of mechanic’s liens. In this con- 
nection, it is desirable to procure an affi- 
davit from the owner or the person who 
made the contract for the construction 
work, in which they give the names and 
addresses of any persons or firms who 
have furnished any material or performed 
any labor thereon, together with the state- 
ment of whether or not they have been 
paid for the sum then owing to them, 
which facts should be verified by the pur- 
chaser and any sums withheld necessary to 
pay any claims from which mechanic’s lien 
might arise. 

In the purchase of real estate, there is 
usually a preliminary agreement entered 
into, and this, under our so-called Statute 
of Frauds, cannot be verbal, but must be 
reduced to writing, and in order to be 
binding upon the parties it must set forth 
specifically and with certainty the terms 
of the agreement between the parties, the 
essential parts of which should cover the 
names of the purchasers and sellers, in 
which the seller’s wife should join, if he 
is a married man; a legal description of 
the property, sufficient for its identifica- 
tion; the purchase price and where sold 
on installment payments, the amount of 
the down payment: monthly payments; 
whether or not the latter includes interest 
and the rate of interest, and should also 
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provide for the time when the purchaser 
is to obtain possession of the premises, as 
in the absence of such a provision, the pur- 
chaser is not entitled to the possession of 
such real estate until the full purchase 
price is paid. Provision should also be 
made for the sellers furnishing an abstract 
of title certified from the Government 
down to date and showing a marketable 
title in themselves, free from encum- 
brances, except such as the parties may 
agree upon, such as a mortgage which the 
purchaser agrees to assume or building re- 
strictions or similar encumbrances. Pro- 
vision should also be made for the pay- 
ment of any taxes by the seller which may 
then be a lien upon the property. 

These preliminary agreements usually 
contain a provision that the seller agrees 
to pay the real estate broker a commission 
of a certain amount for effecting this deal, 
and depending upon the wording of these 
preliminary agreements, the seller would 
be obligated to pay a commission whether 
or not the purchaser actually went ahead 
and consummated the transaction, provid- 
ing a valid preliminary agreement were 
signed by the purchaser and seller. 

From this brief statement, it would be 
apparent to the reader that the important 
part of every real estate transaction is the 
preparation of a proper preliminary agree- 
ment, and this should not be left to any 
hap-hazard method, but should be prepar- 
ed by someone skilled in the drafting of 
contracts and who is also familiar with 
real estate transactions, and to whom the 
full details of your particular transaction 
should first be given so that you, as a pur- 
chaser or a seller can be properly protect- 
ed by a proper instrument, 

With these few simple precautions as a 
guide post, the purchaser is at least on the 
right track to the successful culmination 
of a real estate transaction and will avoid 
most of the pitfalls that usually result in 
litigation. 


ARCHITECT SEES SCHOOL SYSTEM 
TODAY CURBING ORIGINAL 
THOUGHT 


Assailing the educational system of today for 
its standardization and mass production methods 
that have led to suppression of individuality and 
self-expression, Frank Lloyd Wright, prominent ar- 
chitect, told audiences of Michigan State college 
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students and Lansing townspeople recently that 
there is a dire need at the moment for more pro- 
found and original thought. 


He pointed out the great amount of superficial 
critical writing being done today, most of which, he 
said, is purposeless and marred by prejudice and 
bias. “All the criticism America knows is provin- 
cial,’ Mr. Wright asserted. “Through knowing what 
is worth doing, seeing, and living, we will find a 
new way of life, a new sense of what we call life.” 

Quoting Walt Whitman, the poet, he advised “Re- 
sist much, obey little’ declaring that ages bring on 
certain “impositions” that must be overcome if a 
person’s individuality and interpretation of life are 
to be realized. “We don’t need imitation but inter- 
pretation,” the speaker asserted. 

With reference to the modern educational system 
he declared that it “has not awakened mind to the 
inevitability of changes and necessity of changes,” 
branding it as a “paperized” system that muffles 
original thought and employs the production meth- 
ods of “a shoe factory.” 

Commenting on modern architecture, he said the 
architect should attempt to show a natural inter- 
pretation of life in his work and to tell what is 
worth seeing, doing, and knowing. “Nothing is 
worth doing unless it makes the world more beau- 
tiful,” Wright said, “and by beauty is meant some- 
thing that has grown out of nature, the result of a 
slow, natural process.” 
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THE MEANING OF “HOME” 
A RADIO ADDRESS OVER STATION WWJ BY LANCELOT SUKERT 


Mr. Sukert, a member of the Detroit Chapter of the American Institute of Architects and past 
president of the Michigan Society of Architects, is Chief Architectural Supervisor for the Detroit In- 
suring office of the Federal Housing Administration. 


There are two words with which we are all familiar. 
What a sense of comfort it conveys! What a full, 
It calls up charming memories. 


“hame.” 
filled with sentiment. 
lovely old song, “Home, Sweet Home.” 

The other word is one which used to 
have a dark, sinister meaning. It is the 
word “mortgage.” It was filled with a 
sense of impending gloom. Unlike our first 
word, “home,” it has seldom if ever con- 
veyed the idea of comfort. 


Architects’ Luncheon 


INTERCOLLEGIATE ALUMNI CLUB 
13th Floor, Penobscot Building 


Tuesday, January 14th, 12:30 p. m. 


has the 


word “home” 
same beautiful meaning it has always had. 


Nowadays the 


But the word “mortgage” is taking on a 
newer, brighter meaning. No longer is it 
foreboding, no longer sinister. No longer 
does it hang heavily over the home- 
owner's head, for the United States Gov- 
ernment, through the agency of the Fed- 
eral Housing Administration, has given it 
a new quality and a new meaning. It has 
replaced the old sense of fear with a new 
sense of security, both to the borrower 
and the lender. 

It has brought the words “home” and “mortgage” 
together. It has accomplished this happy wedding 
through the “insured mortgage,” for it is by this 
method that homes may be built, purchased or re- 
financed by means of an ample mortgage loan over 
a long period of years so as to eliminate any great 
financial strain on the part of the home-owner, 


One of these is the word 
rich meaning it has! It is 
It has been immortalized in that 

This should be interesting to women, even more, 
perhaps, than to men, because it is the woman who 
really creates those subtle qualities that, like a 
miracle, turn a mere house into a real home. It is 
the woman of the family who usually plans the 
home to be built. She it is who selects the home 
to be purchased. She it is who invests it with com- 
fort and who, finally, cares for it with her own 
loving hands and makes of it a restful haven for 
her husband and a cozy nest for her children. 

Because of this, we architects on the staff of the 
Federal Housing Administration must, to a great 
extent, measure the value of a house by measuring 
its ability to become a home, in all that the word 
implies. It must be susceptible of being lived in 
comfortably, of being cared for easily, with the 
least effort and the least expense. It must be not 
only pleasant to live in, but pleasing to look at. 
Tt must be a new inspiration to family happiness 
through the years. In no respect may it be a burden 
upon the housekeeper, nor upon the wage-earner. 
It must, by all means, posses in abundance, those 
God-given health-producers, air and sunshine. And, 
of course, it must be sturdily, staunchly built. It 
must continue, through time, to inspire its owners 
to maintain it with pride and to preserve it for 
their very own. 

When those amongst you who intend to build 
your new home, and to borrow for that purpose 
through the Federal Housing insured mortgage 
method—when you bring your plans and specifica- 
tions to your bank for FHA approval, you will find 
that they are eventually carefully scrutinized by 
trained architects, who later inspect the construc- 
tion. 

They do this to ascertain that the house, which 
you have offered, together with the land, as se- 
curity for an insured mortgage, is correctly begun, 

(Continued on Page 6) 
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THE MANTLE OF RESPONSIBILITY 
By 


“It's getting so a business has to keep so many 
books that it 1s an outrage. The new payroll tax— 
the income tax—and cap.:al stock tax, not to men- 
tion others all make for more bookkeeping.” 

The above is substantialy the statement of a 
comfortabiy situated contractor, 

Many look at the situation in the same way, but 
it must occur to many others that so far as “more 
bookkeeping” goes, it is a good thing for the in- 
dustry to have “more good bookkeeping.” 

Systematic bookkeeping and management in- 
creases the “responsibility rating” of any firm. 
The higher, within reasonable bounds, we can raise 
such standards in the construction industry, the 
more responsibility we are going to introduce. 

So far as the new payroll tax is concerned, no 
new fangled records or bookkeeping will be requir- 
ed. What will be required will be simply an ade- 
quate record of the payroll. There is no pres ribed 
form for keeping such record. It is exactly such a 
record as is now being kept by systematic firm 

Therefore, while the natural human tendency i 
to be annoyed over the imposition of new responsi- 
bilities, it is something to think about at least, 
that such imposition may increase the responsibility 
of your competition; and few will argue that re- 
sponsible competition is far preferable to irrespon- 
sible competition. 

For 


J. Brunner 


ance—15 day notice 

We all know, of cour that in 1929 the Legis- 
lature of Michigan passed Act 264 which provides 
that no indirect contractor or supplier can file a 
lien unless within fifteen days after supplying first 
materials or labor on the job, he serves the so 
ealled “fifteen day notice’ on the owners. 

Some entirely responsible contractors still grow 
irritated if either suppliers or sub-contractors serve 
the “fifteen day” notice on their owners. Some 
less responsible contractors see absolute red when 
this happens to them. 

Yet this “fifteen day” notice is a very good in- 
fluence to promote responsibility in the industry. 
Every responsible contractor reading these lines is 
not going to agree with this. Some will take stern 
exception, but nevertheless let us once more look 
this statement in the face, 

The language of the notice served on the owner 
must contain the following statement: 

“You are further notified that the undersigned 

will claim 
a lien upon the foregoing described premises, and 
any and all additions, alterations and improvements 
thereto for any amounts now and hereafter owing 


and unpaid to the undersigned for the performance 
of such labor or for the furnishing of such ma- 
terials or both. You are further notified that you 
may, at any time, retain from any money due or 
to become due to the original contractor, an amount 
sufficient to pay all demands owing or unpaid to 
any sub-contractor, materialman or laborer, who 
files this notice with you. 

“The original contractor shall, whenever any 
payment of money shall become due from you, or 
whenever he desires to draw any money from you 
on such contract, make out and give to you or your 
agent a statement under oath of the number and 
names of every sub-contractor or laborer in his 
employ, and of every person furnishing materials, 
giving the amount, if anything, which is due or to 
become due to them, or any of them, for work done 
or material furnished, and you may retain out of 
any money then due, or to become due to the con- 
tractor, an amount sufficient to pay all demands 
that are due or to become due to such sub-con- 
tractors, laborers and materialmen, as shown by 
the contractor’s statement, and pay the same to 
them according to their respective rights, and all 
payments so made shall, as between you and such 
contractor, be considered the same as if paid to 
such original contractor.” 

When a fine responsible contracting firm finds 
that one of these notices has reached the owner 
instead of exation there should ensue a glow of 
action for the opportunity to explain to the 
owner exactly what responsibility in construction 
means. It is an opportunitv for a sales talk. 

The encouragement of the universal use of this 
“fifteen day” notice would be a real step up the 
stairway of responsibility for contracting. 

Of course the prime purpose of the Michigan 
Legislature was to protect the public against being 
liened upon without prior knowledge of what might 
happen. And who will say it is not a good medium 
of such protection or that it is unnecessary so long 
as a lien law is on the statute books. 

But it goes farther. It acts as a deterrant for 
irresponsible supply firms to sell entirely regard- 
less of the contractor’s responsibility with the idea 
in mind of collecting through lien procedure. Thus 
the “fifteen day” notice protects also responsibilty 
in the ranks of suppliers 

There is much more to this subject. A summary 
ending to leave as a thought is that if the industry 
zealously used the “fifteen day” notice and “ad- 
vertised” its use it would do much to promote re 
sponsibility. Certanly it does not contribute to re- 
sponsibility when anyone tells an owner, “That 
notice i st some red tape which does not mean 
anything.” 
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DETROIT CHAPTER A:I. A. HOLDS FIRST 1936 
MEMBERSHIP MEETING 


The Detroit Chapter, A. I. A. held its first membership meeting for 1936 at the 
Intercollegiate Alumni Club on Tuesday evening, January 7. 

Under the direction of President Alvin E. Harley the new officers and board gave 
an idea of what may be expected for the coming year. Al is is not a novice at pres- 


identing, having served as chief executive of the 
Michigah Society of Architects, as well as other 
worthwhile organizations, 

He sprang a surprise by announcing that the 
meeting belonged to the members, and they made 
good use of it with his able guidance. They dis- 
cussed what the Institute is doing for members and 
what members are doing for the Institute, and 
communications from President Voorhees and Ex- 
ecutive Secretary Kemper indicated that big things 
are ahead for 1936. 

Professor Lorch spoke of the educational side of 
Institute membership and pointed out that it had 
now earnestly recognized architectural registration. 

Richard P. Raseman, the Chapter’s new director, 
spoke on the Detroit housing project and was an- 
swered by Henry Stanton. This led to a discussion 
of zoning, which was taken up with great interest, 

Mr. Harley called upon Lancelot Sukert who told 
of some things the Federal Housing Administration 
is doing fdr better conditicns and for better archi- 
tecture. 

Mr. Harley stated that unavoidable conditions had 
forced Mr. W. E. N. Hunter, newly elected treasurer 
of the Chapter to resign, and this news was receiv- 
ed with regret by all members present. Mr. David 
H. Williams, Jr., former treasurer, had agreed to 
resume his duties of last year. Mr, Williams made 
an outstanding success of the office for the past 
two years and the Chapter gave a rising vote of 
thanks for his loyalty and support. 


MICHIGAN'S LIEN LAW 
Some Views Expressed by George P. Kingston 


The Mechanie’s Lien Law is regarded by many 
Detroit realtors, land contract, insurance and mort- 
gage brokers as an unfair advantage to the build- 
ing industry and a menace to the property owners. 
Senator Arthur E. Wood who represents a portion 
of Detroit expects to encourage and stimulate 
building by abolishing this “menace,” the Mechan- 
ie’s Lien Law. 

Those citizens and legislators who join the Sena- 
tor in this reasoning will generally express a pic- 
ture of the material dealer extending credits freely 
to a general contractor known to be incompetent 
or dishonest, with the intention of holding the 
owner, under the Lien Law, for default of the con- 
tractor. 

In the interest of the entire building industry 
and the public at large this picture must be erased. 
Eager as they are for business, no material dealer 
in Michigan will accept an order where there is 
even a remote probability that collection will re- 
quire the excercise of the lien right. Under present 
legislation the process of perfecting the lien right 
is a precarious, highly technical and delicate task. 
The required process of filing a lien is quite as 
technical and very uncertain and a lien claimant 
or his attorney is never positive that it is done 
right. 


MARTIN & KRAUSMANN CO. 
GENERAL CONTRACTORS 


955 East Jefferson RAndolnh 9865 


Dispatch in the adjudication of lien claims has 
resulted from the efforts of Judge Ira W. Jane 
who asserts, “if lien claims are not entirely dis- 
posed of within 60 days it is solely the responsi- 
bility of the lien claimant or his attorney.” This is 
extremely gratifying especially when we reflect on 
the delays of two or three years that featured lien 
foreclosures as late as 1926. However, is it any 
inducement to enter into a contract that portends 
such a culmination? 

As long as all lien claims must be foreclosed in 
the Circuit Court, can such a case be conducted 
for less than $150? What about lien claims of less 
than this amount? When more than one lien is 
filed on a piece of property and one lien claimant 
orders foree’osure the others must be served as 
defendants, If they do not respond by foreclosing 
their own liens, or by whatever method they are 
permitted, they are subject to a default judgement. 
Where is the dealer or contractor who gives in- 
Justified credits to a known “gyp” builder in ex- 
pectation of inflicting the Lien Law on the owner? 
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ARCHITECTS’ REPORTS 


Agree, Chas, N., 1140 Book Tower, CA 3.— 
Revised plar re-figured on press repair 
Woodward Garage, ond and La Belle, 
Detroit Street Railway. Bids due Jan. 20. 

Same.—Re-figuring press repair shop, Woodward 
Garage, Second and La Belle, City of Detroit Street 
Railway. Bids due Jan. 20. 

Same.—Re-figuring Mone. 
Street Railway. Bids due Jan. 20. 

Same.—Taking bids on air conditioning on Rialto 
Theatre, Flint, Mich. Due Jan. 10. 

Same.—Plans for Albion Theatre, Albion, Mich. 
held over for a short time. 

Same.—Preparing plans on 2 story and basement 
addition to newspaper plant. Polish Daily News, 
Canfield and Stoepel Pl. 

Bennett & Straight, 13526 Michigan, OR. 7750. 
Revised figures on Greenville school closed. 

Confer, Earl A., 18970 Grand River, RE, 2714.— 
Residence, Stahlin Ave., 7 rooms, 34x31, air condi- 
tioning and oil burner, Held over. 

Same.—Preparing plans tor sales and service sta- 
tion, 160x125, Michigan Ave. 

Same.—Preparing plans for residence, Bretton 
Drive. 

Derrick, Robt. O.. Tne., 35 Fl. Union Trust Bldg.. 
CA. 8175.—Plans on Recreation Building for Edison 
Institute of Technology, Greenfield Village, Dear- 
born, completed about Feb. 1. 

Same.—Plans for east addition to waiting room, 
Greenfield Village, Ford Museum, completed soon. 

Same.—Bids closed for two sets of gates, orna- 
menal iron work, Oakwccd Blvd. and Airport 
Drive. 

Same.—Plans for Grace Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, Lakepointe and Kercheval, ready after Feb. 
uth. 

Dise, J. Ivan, 4631 Woodward, CA, 4789,—Altera- 
tion to building at 2942 Woodwa Bids closed. 

Same.—Figures on residence, Bedford Rd., Grosse 
Pointe Park, partly completed. 

Hughes, Talmage C., 120 Madison Ave., CH, 7660, 

Contract for painting and decorating on 40 apart- 
ment building for Robert M. Powell at 49 Colling- 
wood Ave. let to Nicodemus Kruger. 

Hyde, A. n., Woodward and E. Grand Blvd., MA. 
0803.—Residence for Henry H. Hubbard, Muskoka 
Road, Grosse Pte. Farms. General—E, L. Carlson 
Construction Co. 

Kuni, Wm. H., CA. 8550.—Altering plans for early 
American residence, $25,000 cost. Wayne, Mich. 

Same.—Plans for Georgian »sidence, Renfrew 
Drive, Sherwood Forest. Cost $20,000. Completed. 

Marr, Richard, 415 Brainard, TE. 1-6860.—Altera- 
tion to store at 317 West Fort. Bids closed, Con- 
tracts let probably Jan. 15 

Merrit & Cole, LO. 2483.—Gym, Ithaca School, 
being refigured. 

O'Mera & Hills, Architects, 763 Fisher Bldg., 
MA. 0740.—Villa St. Felix for Felician Sisters. W. 
E. Wood Co., general contractors. Building about 
two-thirds completed. 

Schley, Cyril Edward, 1143 wafayette Bldg., 
8499.—Plans for residence for Dr. Wm. Streit, W 
rington Drive, Palmer Woods. Completed abcut 
Jan. 15, 


y-House, City of Detroit 


Smith, Hinchman & Gryils, Chester Sorenson, As- 


sociate Architects—Contracts on Western High 
School have been approved by PWA. 

Smith, Hinchman & Grylls, 800 Marquette Bldg., 
RA.8825.—Preparing plans for alteration to Central 
M. E. Church. 

Same.—Preparing plans for school for Children’s 
Home, Mt. Clemens, Mich. 

Same.—Preparing preliminary plans for Gradu- 
ates’ School, Rackham Memorial, Ann Arbor, Mich, 

Same.—2 story addition to Garfield Telephone 
Bldg. Ready about Feb, 1 for figures. 

Wetzel, 18. C. & Co., 2317 Dime Bank Bldg., CA. 
4941.—General contract for Galien School let to 
Pearson Construction Co., Benton Harbor, Mich, 

Same.—Burr Oak School. Bids opened but no 
awards made as yet. 

Wright, D. Allen, 133 W. Grand Blvd., LA, 4572.— 
Preparing plans for residence, Ridge Road, Grosse 
Pointe. 

Same.—Preparing plans for residence, Bucking- 
ham Road, Grosse Pointe. Mich. 


RULING AFFECTS ARCHITECTS 


In his digest of opinions, David H. Crowley, at- 
torney general included a ruling that unregistered 
architects may not legally solicit business on rep- 
resenting themselves as architects. 

The attorney general ruled that a person shall 
be considered as representing himself as an archi- 
tect, within the meaning of the registration act, 
who uses the word “architect” or any variation of 
the same for the purpose of representing himself 
to the public as a principal in the practice of ar- 
chitecture; or who uses the word “architect” in 
connection with his name for the purpose of solicit- 
ing architectural work from prospective clients. 

However, he may be employed as a subordinate 
or an assistant to work for a registered architect. 
He may also be employed as an architect at the 
request of a private employer, providing he does 
not solicit the business by holding himself out to 
be a registered architect. 

Michigan Contractor and Builder 


TO ARCHITECTS 


Your co-operation in Architects’ Reports will be 
appreciated by The Bulletin. It is our policy not 
to urge members to give out reports before they 
want them released. What we do ask is that you 
give your own publication the same opportunity 
that you give to others, 

Several architects have voluntarily mailed in re- 
ports. This is especially appreciated, particularly 
from those outside Detroit, whom we do not contact 
regularly by telephone.—Thank you, 


M. Den Braven & Co. 
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THE WEEKLY LUNCHEONS 


Owing to the hollidays the last few architects’ luncheons at the Intercollegiate 


Club have been falling off in attendance. 


At the suggestion of our loyal worker Clarence Gabler, who arranged for the 


luncheon place, we are making an appeal to keep up attendance. Some say that it takes 


longer to be served than in a White Tower, 
so George, the catering manager says 
henceforth he is going to have your soup 
on the table the minute you step in the 
door. 

Recently there has been a lack of live topics but 
that condition too has been remedied. Tuesday, Jan. 
14 there will be a discussion of the time and place 
for the M.S.A. 22nd Annual Convention. Some good 
ideas have been expressed. Some have even sug- 
gested Grand Rapids. There is always plenty of 
good gossip at these meetings and all architects 
and their friends are invited. 


HOLD OPEN 
Tuesday Evening, January 21st 
ee) rere 
Joint Chapter and Society Meeting 
$$$ aaaaaaaeaeaeae 

W. G. Malecomson, one of our loyal attendants 
will leave about Jan. 15 for a three-month stay at 
his winter home at Lake Hamilton, Florida, His 
address, as usual, will be Box 123. 

Joe Jogerst, former Detroit architect who for 
some years has been in Wausan, Wisconsin, is back 
in Detroit at 90 Seward Ave. 

G. Frank Cordner, well know to us all, has ac- 
cepted a temporary appointment with the Sub- 
urban Resettlement Division of Dr. Rexford Tug- 
well’s Resettlement Administration and is stationed 
in Washington. 

LeRoy Lewis says that he likes to drive down 
Woodward Avenue to again view Mareus Burrowes’ 
Wardell Garage, which seems everything one could 
expect of it. 

Incidentally, when Dick Marr asked Marcus if he 
were going to the annual meeting of the Chapter 
he said, “No, I went last year.” 


PREVENTATIVE PLANNING 


Time and again those deeply interested in City 
and Civic Planning are confronted with the alarm- 
ing costs of corrective planning. Not until AFTER 
the damage is done do we so fully realize its harm- 
ful effects, and recognize the need and value of 
remedial measures to be applied, although they en- 
tail great cost. Even so, this expensive corrective 
work surely is necessary and leads the way to im- 
proved and better conditions, BUT, after all is said 
and done, at best, the results forever remain just 
corrective and remedial. 

By far, the most constructive, effective and val- 
uable planning is preventative. Undoubtedly it is 
the least appreciated because it is the least known 
and understood. It is wonderful and valuable that 
surgery can accomplish such marvels in removing 
cancers, yet preventing cancers is a much more 
wonderful and valuable accomplishment. Troubles 
that are avoided are of little concern to us. The 
time, labor, methods and agencies by which such 
dangers and damages are removed are of but pass- 
ing interest, but only the fact that they are prevent- 
ed is all important. 

Preventative Planning requires dependable data, 
keen research and analysis, clear foresight, and rea- 
sonable control. These factors, together with TIME 
as an essential element, can be productive of the 


most valuable contributions of Planning. Just as 
medical science has accomplished so much of ex- 
treme value by these same factors in disease pre- 
vention, so also must Planning make its most val- 
uable contribution to humanity in prevention of 
civie disease, distress and misfortune, 

Many of our present civic troubles and ailments 
could have been largely avoided if even reasonable 
precautionary measures had been used at the right 
time. Many would have been prevented if all the 
disastrous results could have been foreseen. Sensing 
the situation, forewarning the alarm, and Preventa- 
tive Planning were needed and the savings would 
have been enormous, accumulative and continuous. 

The tremendous possibilities of such worthy, meri- 
torious service is the greatest incentive toward re- 
newed and untiring efforts toward Preventative 
Planning—The Planner. 


H. A. B. S. RESUMED 


The Historie American Buildings Survey under the 
jurisdiction of The United States Department of 
the Interior, National Park Service, Branch of Plans 
and Design. Together with the American Institute 
of Architects and the Library of Congress has been 
resumed, 

This program which was operative in the early 
part of 1934 has as one of its objectives the employ- 
ment of architects and draftsmen to measure and 
record by drawings outstanding examples of early 
American architecture. Those who worked on the 
former project will recall the splendid work done 
and the vast number of buildings which qualified 
but were left undone when the work was discon- 
tinued. 


Toward the end of the work in 1934 a card index 
of such buildings was compiled and it is from these 
files that the work now is resumed. 
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GAMBER APPOINTED 


Branson V. Gamber, A.I.A., member of the firm 
of Robert O. Derrick, Inc., who directed the ‘work 
in the State of Michigan in 1934 has been appointed 
Middle-Western Director with jurisdiction over the 
States of Wisconsin, Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, Michi- 
gan, Kentucky and Missouri. The headquarters for 
this district will be in Detroit. 

Gamber has appointed Talmage C. Hughes, A.I-A. 
as District Officer for lower Michigan. This ap- 
pointment is subject to approval from Washington. 


THE MEANING OF “HOME” 
(Centinued from Page 1) 


and is as structurally sound and as well finished 
as you promised it would be when you submitted 
it on paper. It is your responsibility to see to it 
that they are properly carried out and the build- 
ing properly completed. 

It has been sad that the largest check which the 
average man ever writes is the down-payment on 
hi house, and that its construction is that, con- 
cerning which he knows the very least. It may be 
lovely to look, at, but painfully expensive to main- 
tain and keep in repair. It may be strongly built, 
but a back-breaking task for the housekeeper. 
There is no single type of merchandise about which 
the purchaser knows so little as the average house 
bought by him. That, good friends, is why archi- 
tects were born. 

How can you, by merely looking at pictures of 
homes in magazines and by spending a few scat- 
tered hours now and then, casually watching a crew 
of workmen hammer and saw—how can you really 
know about architecture? How can you, by making 
a few observations, become equipped with the 
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ability, training and knowlcdge of the architect, 
with his years of university work, years of ap- 
prenticeship and years of experience? 

As your house goes up, little is put over on a 
competent architect because he knows materials 
and building methods. If your new roof springs 
an unexpected leak, he gets it repaired, not because 
it is yours, but because the roofer hopes to receive 
more work from him in future jobs. 

In the office of the Federal Housing Administra- 
tion, we are required to grade houses as they are 
presented to us. Many of them are fair. These are 
given a fair valuation, the mortgage is insured for 
r amount, and for a fairly reasonable number 
of years. But those who bring to us houses of out- 
standing architectural merit may not only have 
their mortgages insured for larger proportional 
amounts and for longer periods, but may eventually 
participate to a greater extent in the dividends of 
the mutual mortgage system, dividends which may 
automatically pay off the mortgage a year or more 
before its normal maturity. Nor is it improbable 
that the amount of the dividend will be several 
times the cost of the services of a competent ar- 
chitect, who not only designs your home, but, as 
your agent, carefully scrutinizes every detail of 
construction and finish during its erection. 

As hundreds of house plans pass under our ob- 
servation in the office of the Federal Housing Ad- 
ministration, each being judged on its own merits, 
we find one, now and then, so well designed, so 
comfortably arranged. with materials and construc- 
tion so well specified, that we cannot but rejoice 
for its happy owner, who is about to poss + with 
the help of the insured morigage. a house of last- 
ing quality and value, a veritable “home, sweet 
home” for his beloved family. 


END OF DINGY CITIES 
IS SEEN 


From The Detroit Free Press 


Steel, concrete and glass, materials of 
strength and efficiency representative of 
the machine age, will transform identical 
streets of soot-covered houses and dingy 
shops, stores, and factories into “human- 
ized” cities, Samuel Everett, of the re- 
search staff of Lincoln School, declares in 
“Democracy Faces the Future,” just issued 
by the Columbia University Pre 

Houses two rooms deep and exposed to 
the sun will replace slum districts when 
decentralization of industry lowers the 
present “prohibitive valuation” put on 
land, Mr. Everett predicts. 

Architecture, straddling science and art, 
has made greater advances than any other 
field in combining the products of modern 
civilization to achieve beauty with useful- 
ness, he asserts. 
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“The George Washington bridge span- 
ning the Hudson is a triumph of the blend- 
ing of art and science in the machine age,” 
he says. “Great skyscrapers which display 
new trends in design, as The Daily News 
Building, the Telephone Building, and the 
Empire State Building in New York City, 
and many of the buildings at the Chicago 
Fair of 1933 and 1984, could not have 
been conceived except through the use of 
glass, steel and concrete. 

“Few of the new bridges or buildings 
show the perfection of form which char- 
acterizes those mentioned, but numberless 
new architectural products make use of 
modern materials and industrial tech- 
niques. Norman Bel Geddes and other 
modern designers are leading the way to- 
ward combining utility and beauty in fac- 
tory construction and factory products. 

“Buildings whose frames are made of 
steel and concrete and whose sides are al- 
most entirely of glass are set well back 
from the streets and surrounded by lawns 
and flower beds. In them beauty, utility 
and efficiency have been combined. Their 
placement and construction allow for a 
maximum of light and air. Their materials 
are strong enough to withstand the vibra- 
tion and weight of machinery. Many of 
them use electric power from central sta- 
tions, thus doing away with unsightly 


smokestacks and their attendant soot. 
They have been planned with an eye for 
esthetic values as well as for efficiency of 
operation.” 

Scientific research has already made 
clear the devastating effects of germ-laden 
slums upon the health of the American 
people, Mr. Everett points out. 

“The buildings in such districts should 
be razed and replaced by structures made 
from the safe, sanitary products of science, 
glass, concrete and steel, with considera- 
tion for both beauty and utility of form,” 
he continues. “No house would have to be 
more than two rooms deep and every room 
could have direct exposure to sunlight. 
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“There could be abundant playground 
facilities around these dwellings. Such 
houses could be rented at a considerably 
lower rate than now obtains even in slum 
districts. One of the chief obstacles to low 


rentals is the prohibitive valuation now 
placed on land. Intelligent city planning 


would prevent the congestion which cre- 
ates such land values, and further decen- 
tralization of industry would relieve the 
congestion which breeds unhealthful liv- 
ing and working conditions. 

“Through co-operative planning by pub- 
lic and private agencies, and the use of 
governmental funds borrowed at low rates 
of interest, both health and esthetic values 
might be much improved in modern urban 
life.” 


OWNER WRECKS 
HOUSE 


Under a Paris, France dateline a United 
Press dispatch asks the question, “Has a 
proprietor the right to tear down his own 
house? 


NEW 


“That question is to be decided by the 
Seine Civic Tribunal as the result of a suit 
against a young architect because the man 
for whom he built a house tore it down 
eight days after it was finished. 

“The architect’s plea is that he has a 
moral right in his creation which permits 
him to protest against its destruction, and 
that he has suffered actual damage be- 
cause his reputation will be affected by the 
natural conclusion drawn that if his work 
was destroyed it must have contained se- 
rious faults. 

“The proprietor’s case is simply that 
after the house was built he was offered a 
larger sum for the property without en- 
cumbrances. Therefore, he razed the 
house.” 
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at any place in a room. In any well-planned 
building today, good lighting is an important 
factor, and the Sight Meter will help you 
determine whether you have adequate light, 
regardless of the kind of fixtures used. You 
are invited to use a Sight Meter at any time, 
without charge or obligation. Call Randolph 
6800 and ask for the Lighting Division. 

There are no substitutes for the services of an eyesight 


specialist, but proper lighting helps to protect eyes, 
good and bad, young and old. 
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M. S. A. ANNUAL CONVENTION 


To Be Held In Grand Rapids March 13-14 


The Twenty Second Annual Convention of the Michigan Society of Architects will 
be held at the Pantlind Hotel in Grand Rapids on March 13 and 14. 
This decision was reached at a meeting of the Society held at the Intercollegiate 


Alumni Club Tuesday, January 14. The vote was unanimous. 


President Clair W. Ditchy presented a 
letter from Harry L. Mead, chairman and 
Emil G. Zillmer, secretary of a Grand 
Rapids Committee of architects recently 
formed to invite the Committee to the 
Furniture City. Other members of the 
Committee are Pierre Lindhout and Harry 
Colton. 


Architects’ Luncheon | 


INTERCOLLEGIATE ALUMNI CLUB 
13th Floor, Penobscot Building 


Tuesday, January 21st, 12:30 p. m. 


The letter follows: 
Michigan Society of Architects, 
Detroit, Michigan 
Attention: Mr. Clair W. Ditchy, Pri 
The Boara ot Directors and Others 


sident 


Greetings: 

The time is approaching for another Convention 
of the Michigan Society of Architects. On Tuesday, 
January 7, a representative group of the Grand 
Rapids members of this body, in fact, the Old Guard 
gathered around the cracker barrel and discussed 


na Ante me s ——— af 


the good and profitable occasions in the past when 
the Michigan Society held its convention here in 
Grand Rapids. 

After due deliberation it was decided to invite 
the Society here to Grand Rapids for its Convention 
again this year. In this invitation we have the 
enthusiastic support of the Grand Rapids Builders’ 
and Traders’ Exchange and in discussing the mat- 
ter with representatives of the Exchange it has been 
suggestd that, if it can be so arranged, the Conven- 
tion be held at the Pantlind Hotel during the week 
of March 9-14, as that is the week in which the 
Exchange expects to put on a Home Show of State- 
wide interest in the Grand Rapids Civic Auditorium. 

The Old Standbys expressed a willingness to take 
off their coats and exert every effort to assist the 
Directors of the Society in putting across a suc- 
cessful convention and sincerely hope that your 
Directors will see their way clear to accept this 
invitation, 

Now, just to make this invitation unanimous we 
enclose herewith the official invitation of the Mayor 
of our City, the official invitation of the Grand 
Rapids Convention Bureau, the invitation of the 
Grand Rapids Builders’ and Traders’ Exchange, and 
last but not least, the invitation of the Pantlind 
Hotel itself, and we hope to be favored with an 
early decision in this matter so that everyone can 


(Continued on Page 5) 
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For Your Information and Ours 


Duchene Bronze & Iron Works, 4135 Vermont, has 
been appointed agent for double-hung sash, alumi- 
num and bronze, also aluminum and bronze hollow 
metal doors, manufactured by the Kawneer Co., of 
Niles, Mich. 

The store frort productis of the Kawneer Co, are 
handled as formerly by the Cadillac Glass Co., 
2570 Hart Ave. 


Cadillae Glass Co., 0 Hart Ave., has been av 
pointed agent to handle INSULUX, a hollow g 
brick manufactured by the Owens-Illinois Gla 
Co. They have this product in stock and can fur- 
nish it on short notice. 


NATIONAL CONCRETE PRODUCTS 
CONVENTION THIS WEEK 


The joint annual meeting of the National Cind% 
Concrete Products Association and the Nationai 
Concrete Masonry sociation in Detroit, Jan. 21 
to 23, will be literally a convention on wheels. Ex- 
cept for the business ons the first day, and the 
annual banquet, the 300 delegates will spend most 
of their time in motor buses, visiting various con- 
crete products plants and witnessing demonstra- 
tions. 

“Since Detroit has put most of the world on 
wheels, it seems quite fitting to hold a Detroit con- 
vention in motor buses,” W. D. Kimmel, chairman 
of the arrangement committee said. 


Among the speakers and the subje they will 
discuss at the business session the first day are 
the following: Alden Dow, Midland, Mich.. archi- 
tect, whose subject is “Concrete Masonry in Mod- 


Robert Lea, Chase Copper & Brass ern Home Architecture’; Albert E. Bill, Detroit 
TEAM STANDINGS builder, will talk on, “Why I Build Small Home of 
” A 3 Concrete Masonry”; Arthur K. Hyde, Detroit archi- 
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tect will give, “An Architect’s Idea of the Future 
of Concrete M aiser, of the Port- 
land Cement Z , Chicago, will discuss, 
“Conerete Houses—Yesterday, Today and Tomor- 
row”; and Eugene W. Straight, Dearborn architect 
will talk on “My Experience With Concrete Ashlar.” 

The annual dinner will be held the night of Jan. 
22 in the Hotel Statler banquet room. 

Among the plants and places of interest the con- 
vention delegates will visit are the following: Ford 
Motor Co., Midway Theater, Hay-Con Tile Co., 
Cinder Block, Inc., Tower Theater, Superior Prod- 
ucts Co., Standard Building Products Co., Players 
Theater, Naval Armory, Alger Theater, East De- 
troit Theater, State Fair Grounds club house, Shrine 
of the Little Flower, University Theater aud Uni- 
versity of Detroit. They will also inspect many 
new Detroit homes built of concrete masonry, 


LOW COST HOUSE DESIGNS 

Prize and other designs submitted in a recent 
competition conducted by the New York Chapter 
of the American Institute of Architects are on view 
in the ground floor corridor of the Architectural 
Building, College of Architecture, University of 
Michigan. Open daily, except Sunday, 9 to 6, from 
January 13 to January The public is cordially 
invited. 


WHAT IS ARCHITECTURE? 
By BARR FERREE 


Under the caption “What the Sages Said.” 
the Southwest Builder and Contractor gives th: 
following interesting comments from the Archi- 
tectural Forum of 1891 


First let us marshal the authorities: 

“The art of building specifically of fine or beau- 
tiful buildings, Architecture includes, in the widest 
sense: (1) the principles of design and of ornament 
as applied to building; (2) the science of construc- 
tion, including the properties of materials and the 
methods of combining them; and (3) the practice 
of construction, including estimates of cost and the 
directing of builders and workmen. The practice 
of this art requires skill in design, which is the 
special province of the architect, and skill in execu- 
tion, which is the special province of the workman 
whom the architect employes and directs. It is the 
function of skill in architectural design to combine 
in a harmonious scheme the independent and often 
hostile requirements—(1) of use and convenience 
as dictated by the conditions of the problem in 
hand; (2) of constructive necessity and fitness as 
determined either by practical experience or by 
scientific theory; and (3) of artistic excellence in 
the proportions of the parts and in the decorative 
treatment of details, in accordance with either 
principles and canons of good taste or the prescrip- 
tions of custom or tradition. It is the function of 
skill in execution practically to carry out the 
scheme so designed; and this skill is exercised by 
draftsmen, surveyors, mechanics, artisans and ar- 
tists, each in his place. Architecture is properly 
distinguished from mere building by the presence 
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of the decorative or artistic element.” —Century 
Dictionary. 


Architecture is the art of building according to 
principles which are determined, not merely by the 
ends the edifice is intended to serve, but by con- 
siderations of beauty and harmony. It cannot be 
defined as the art of building simply, cr even of 
building well. The end of building as such is con- 
venience, use, irrespective of appearance; and the 
employment of materials to this end is regulated 
by the mechanical principles of the constructive 
art. The end of architecture as an art, on the other 
hand, is so to arrange the plan, masses and en- 
richments of a structure as to impart to it interest, 
beauty, grandeur, unity, power. Architecture thus 
necessitates the possession by the builder of gifts 
of imagination as well, as of technical skill, and in 
all works of architecture properly so called these 
elements must exist and be harmoniously combined. 
The greatest works of the architect must always 
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ARCHITECTS’ REPORTS 


Agree, Chas. N., 1140 Book Tower, CA. 9 
Revised plans re-figured on press repai 
Woodward Garage, Second and La Belle, City of 
Detroit Street Railway. Bids due Jan. 20. 

Same.—Re-figuring press repair shop, Woodward 
Garage, Second and La Belle, City of Detroit Street 
Railway. Bids due Jan. 20. 

Same.—Re-figuring Money-House, City of Detroit 
Street Railway. Bids due Jan. 20. 

Same.—Bids closed on air conditioning on Rialto 
Theatre, Flint, Mich. 

Same.—Plans for Albion Theatre, Albion, Mich. 
held over for a short time. 

Same.—Preparing plans on 2 story and basement 
addition to newspaper plant. Polish Daily News, 
Canfield and Stoepel Pl. 

Bennett & Straight, 1 6 Michigan, OR. 7750.— 
General contract on Greenville School awarded to 
W. H. Mueller, Detroit; plumbing, heating and ven- 
tilating, H. A. Reah, Imlay City; electrical work, 
County Electric Co., Dearborn. 

Chute, P. H., 3857 W. Michigan, Battle Creek.— 
General contract on service station, Battle Creek, 
for Mrs. M. F. Sloan, let to E. E. Jones. 

Confer, Earl A., 18970 Grand River, RE 
Preparing plans for sales and service 
160x125, Michigan Ave. 

Same.—’reparing plans for residence, Bretton 
Drive. 

Derrick, Robt. O., Inc., 35 Fl, Union Trust Bldg., 
CA. 3175.—Plans on Recreation Building for Edison 
Institute of Technology, Greenfield Village, Dear- 
born, completed about Feb. 1. 

Same.—Plans for east addition to waiting room, 
Greenfield Village, Ford Museum, completed soon. 

Same.—Bids closed for two sets of gates, orna- 
mental iron work, Oakwocd Blvd. and Airport 
Drive. 

Same.—Plans for Grace Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, Lakepointe and Kercheval, ready after Feb. 
ith. 

Dise, J. Ivan, 2631 Woodward, CA. 4789.—Altera- 
tion to building at 2942 Woodward. Let to Trowell 
Construction Co. 

Same.—Figures on residence, Bedford Rd., Grosse 
Pointe Park, partly completed. 

Home Planning Studios, Architects’ Building. 
Preparing plans for residence, Bedford Road, Grosse 
Pointe. Early American, 30x60, 2 stories, 3 baths, 
conditioned air and heat. 

Same.—Preparing plans for residence, English 
type, Yorkshire Road, Grosse Pointe. 40x50, 1% 
stories, 2 baths, conditioned air and heat. 

Same.—Preparing plans for residence, Lineoln 
Road, Grosse Pointe. French type, 2 baths, condi- 
tioned air and heat. 

Same.—Residence ready for plastering, Colonial 
design, Beaupre Road, Grosse Pointe Farms. 30x60, 
2 stories, 2 baths, attached garage. 


Same paring plans for residence, Dearborn 
Hills. 2 stories, 2 baths, 2-car garage, con- 


ditioned air and heat. 
Same.—Plans ready for figure House located on 

Warwick Road, Rosedale Park. 36x40, 2 stories, 3 

baths, 2-car garage, conditioned air and heat. 
Same.—Plans prepared for 4 houses. 


stories, 1 bath. Kenneth-Moore Development Co., 
conditioned air and heat. 

Same.—Factory building plans prepared. 1 story, 
60x100, let to Swink Construction Co., Davison Ave., 
Detroit. 

Same.—Residence, Westchester Road, Grosse 
Pointe, 57> 3 baths, attached garage, conditioned 
air and heat. Let to E. W. Jones Building Co. 

Same.—Residence, 30x40, 2 stories, 2 baths, Ox- 
ford Road, Pleasant Ridge, Mich. Ready for plaster. 

No information over telephone. 

Hughes, Talmage C., 120 Madison Ave., CH. 7660. 
—Contract for insulating on 24 apartment building 
at 49 Collingwood Ave. for Robert M. Powell let to 
Air-O0-Cel, Inc. 

Marr, Richard, 415 Brainard, TE. 1-6860.—Altera- 
tion to store at 317 West Fort. Bids closed. Con- 
tracts let probably Jan. 15. 

Same.—Taking bids on Dairy Building for Wilson 
Dairy Co. 

Merrit & Cole, LO. 2483.—Gym, Ithaca School, 
being refigured. 

Schley, Cyril Edward, 1123 Lafayette Bldg., 
8499.—Plans for residence for Dr. Wm. Streit, War- 
rington Drive, Palmer Woods. Completed about 
Jan. 15. 

Smith, Hinchman & Grylls, 800 Marquette Bldg., 
RA.8825.—Preparing plans for alteration to Central 
M. E. Church. 

Same.—Preparing plans for school for Children’s 
Home, Mt. Clemens, Mich. 

Same.—Preparing preliminary plans for Gradu- 
ates’ School, Rackham Memorial, Ann Arbor, Mich. 

Same.—2 story addition to Garfield Telephone 
Bldg. Ready about Feb. 1 for figures. 

Same.—Plans for 5-story building for Singer Sew- 
ing Machine Co., completed about Feb. 15. 

Same.—Taking bids on Warehouse No. 6, Peoria, 
Ill., Hiram Walker, starting Jan. 17. 

Wetzel, B. C. & Co., 2317 Dime Bank Bldg., CA, 
4941.—Burr Oak School. Bids opened but no awards 
made as yet. 

Wright, D. Allen, 133 W. Grand Blvd., LA, 4572.— 
Preparing plans for residence, Ridge Road, Grosse 
Pointe. 

Same.—Preparing pians for residence, Bucking- 
ham Road, Grosse Pointe. Mich. 
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go to work on this in the same spirit which has 
been displayed in years past, 
Yours truly, 
THE COMMITTEE 
Harry L, Mead, Chairman 
Emil Zillmer, Secretary 
Pierre Lindhout 
Harry Cglton. 


From the Mayor 
Board of Directors 
Michigan Society of Architects 
Gentlemen: 

Expressing the sentiments of the citizenry which 
makes up the second city in Michigan in popula- 
tion, it is a pleasure for myself, as Mayor of Grand 
Rapids, to extend to the Michigan Society of Archi- 
tects a genuine invitation fo partake of the hospi- 
tality of our city as the location of your 1936 con- 
vention. 

Grand Rapids is famous throughout the land as 
a “host” city. This reputation has been deservedly 
earned because of the fact that thousands of out- 
of-town guests visit “The Furniture Capital of the 
World” annual to see the great furniture marts; to 
take advantage of the numerous recreational fea- 
tures, to be found only in Michigan; to attend at 
least one of the many conventions held here. 

I can personally vouch that when the farewells 
are echoing, after your meeting in Grand Rapids 
you will leave our city with a feeling of regret and 
a memory of a convention, in the perfect “air con- 
ditioned city,” to be long cherished. 

Very truly yours, 
William Timmers, Mayor 
City of Grand Rapids 


From the Grand Rapids Convention Bureau 


Board of Directors 
Michigan Society of Architects 
Gentlemen: 

Grand Rapids, long since famous as one of Amer- 
ica’s fine convention cities, extends to the Michigan 
Society of Architects a most cordial and cere 
invitation to hold its 1986 convention sessions in 
“The Furniture Capital of America.” 

In considering Grand Rapids as your next con- 
vention city, there are several points in which you 
are genuinely interested. 

Central location: Located in the heart of 
America’s great industrial area and easily ac- 
cessible by every means of transportation, a 
maximum number of delegates can reach here 
at a minimum of expense and time. 

Facilities: Hotel facilities are ample for your 
convention and at prices to suit each purse. 
Because of the quarterly “Furniture Markets,” 
Grand Rapids has become internationally fa- 
mous in its capacity as host to thousands of 
persons annually. 

Municipel Auditorium: With the completion 
of our Auditorium in 1933, no city can present 
to your convention a more complete arrange- 
ment than we—a careful inspection will satis- 
factorily prove this statement, 

We have a staff of experienced young ladies to 


National Concrete Masonry 


CINDER 
BLOCK 
INC. 


HOgarth 1140 


Association and National 


Cinder Concrete Products 


Asxsxocintion Convention, 


Hotel Statler, Jan, 21-22 


handle the registration, as well as the necessary 
equipment; a capable publicity man to assist the 
local committee in the preparation and dissemina- 
tion of publicity, both nationally and locally (par- 
ticularly is the local press willing to give their full- 
est cooperation); whole-hearted assistance with the 
convention officials in the planning of the program, 
and in building attendance at the convention, This 
Bureau will provide these services gratis, shouid 
Grand Rapids be honored with your 1936 convention, 
Grand Rapids will welcome you, 
Very truly yours, 
Carl G. Sedan, Manager 


From the Builders’ and Traders’ Exchange 


Mr. Clair W. Ditchy, President 
Michigan Society of Architects, 
Fisher Building, 

Detroit, Michigan. 

Dear Mr. Ditchy: 

We are very much pleased to learn that the 
Grand Rapids architects have extended an invita- 
tion to your society to hold your annual convention 
in our city. We shall consider it a privilege to lend 
our support and shall be very glad to extend our 


facilities here and cooperate with you in every 
manner possible to help make this convention a 
success, 


Our organization is putting on a Better Housing 
Exhibit, or Home Show, in the Civic Auditorium 
———— 

DAY AND EVENING COURSES 
in 
ENGINEERING AND CHEMISTRY 
Detroit Institute of Technology 
New term begins February 8, 1936 
303 Downtown Y. M. C, A. 


Building 


You are cordially invited to attend 
a pre-showing 


OF 
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1936 KELVINATOR 


THE ONLY REFRIGERATOR THAT 
OFFERS ALL THESE FEATURES 
1—A built-in thermometer. 

2—A certificate of low operating cost. 
3—New beauty in design, 

4—b5-year protection plan. 

5—Flexible grids in all ice trays, 
6—Interior light. 

7—Food crisper. 

8—Vegetable basket. 

9—Automatie defroster, 
10—Sliding shelves. 


Now on display at 


KELVINATOR CORP. 


FACTORY BRANCH 


2842 West Grand Blvd. MA, 9840 
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here during the period from March 9 to 14 inelu- 
sive, which we are confident will create and attract 
statewide interest. We would like very much, if it 
ean be arranged, to have you hold your convention 
during the above mentioned week and shall be very 
glad to have every delegate attending the conven- 
tion take in the Home Show as our guest. 

We most sincerely hope that this can be arranged 
and that you will finally decide to come to our city 
on the datos mentioned and want you to know we 
will feel that we will be honored by the presence 
of your convention. 


Yours verv truly, 
PUILDERS AND TRADERS EXCHANGE 


Orson J. Sawyer, President. 
From the Pantlind Hotel 


Board of Directors 
Michigan Society of Architects 
Gentlemen: 

The Pantlind Hotel joins with the Grand Rapids 
Convention Bureau in an invitation to the Michigan 
Society of Architects to select this hotel as its 1936 
convention headquarters, 

The Pantlind Hotel, known as AN ENTIRE CITY 
BLOCK OF HOSPITALITY, is considered one of 
the finest convention hotels in the country. The 
Pantlind offers seven hundred fift st-class guest 
rooms with accommodations fo approximately 
twelve hundred guests. Rates are most reasoné ble, 
starting at $2.00 with private lavatory and 50 
with private bath, and with double occupancy $1.00 
extra. Opening off the lobby floor and mezzanine 
are ten meeting rooms seating upwards to seven 
hundred for meetings and five hundred for ban- 
quets. In addition to rooms on the mezzanine and 
lobby floor there are various committee rooms and 
smaller assembly rooms on the first floor. The 
convenient arrangement of meeting rooms and a 
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WE MAKE a SPECIALTY 
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Interior Millwork and Cabinet Work 
LUMBER AND BUILDERS’ SUPPLIES 


Complete Stock Always on Hand — Delivered 
Anywhere tn Michigan. 


Currier Lumber Company 
17507 Van Dyke Ave. PLasa 1400 


Moynahan Ornamental Metals Co. 


THE FINEST ORNAMENTAL ALUMINUM, 
BRONZE, AND IRON WORK 


2658 Porter St. LAfayette 1516 


S PLUMBING FIXTURES 


“Most Modern, Complete Display Rooms 
in the Middle West” 


Murray W-Sales & Co. 


MADISON 4200 


DETROIT 
PONTIAC FLINT 


WYANDOTTE 


“Etandard” 


large lobby combine to facilitate the movement of 
convention delegates from one meeting room to an- 
other and for the preparation of any entertainment 
the association has in mind. 

The Pantlind Hotel offers accomodations for the 
President and Secretary complimentary, as well as 
all rooms used for meeting and business headquar- 
ters, etc. 

The Pantlind Hotel offers aceommodaticns for the 
which will aid you in the preparation for and oper- 
ation of your convention. You will find a true spirit 
of hospitality and service at the Pantlind. 

Yours very truly, 
PANTLIND HOTEL COMPANY 
Wm. R. Duffy, Manager. 
BETTER HOUSING EXHIBIT 
sponsored by 
The Builders & Traders Exchange of Grand Rapids 
CIVIC AUDITORIUM 
March 9-14, 1936 
General Chairman, F. E. EDERLE 
200 Tonia Ave., N. W. Telephone 8-1173 
HOUSING—THE BIG SHOW FOR '36 

Government agencies, manufacturers, financial 
institutions, building material dealers, contractors, 
sub-eontractors and realtors are co-operating in 
plans to complete arrangements for a better hous- 
ing exhibit, designed to start a real upturn in home 
building, remodeling and repairing such as this city 
has not experienced in many years. 

The depression has not stopped the desire of the 
average American family to own its own home. 
The depression has not stopped the ingenuity of 
American industry in the production of new and 
reasonably priced conveniences for the home, The 
depression up to the present time has stopped the 
possibility of the building industry showing these 
many devices for home comfort, but now with a 
great upturn in business and a corresponding in- 
crease in employment the building industry not only 
has an opportunity to show its new products, it be- 
comes the duty of the industry to do everything 
humanly possible to promote new building, modern- 
izing and repairing so that the mechanics and labor- 
long without employment, may again be given 
jobs at respectable wages, 

To accomplish these things we believe it is neces- 
sary to start the spring campaign with a real ex- 
hibit confined to products used in the home. We 
are sure that we can depend on your co-operation 
in making this exhibit an epoch in the history of 
Grand Rapids 


Very truly yours, 
Builders and Traders Exchange 
F. E. EDERLE, Secre /. 


On to Grand Rapids 


Following such an invitation the secretary was 
instructed to ask Grand Rapids how much she would 
bid for the convention, pointing out that Philadel- 
phia is paying $200,000 for one convention. 

That’s just like Detroit architects but the presi- 
dent quickly reminded them that they would have 
to leave their business tactics at home. Since the 
Convention starts on Friday the 13th, none would 
dare venture out after Grand Rapids jobs anyway. 

So keep these dates in mind and look for big 
things from Grand Rapids as she has always done. 


Harrigan & Reid Co. 


Heating and Plumbing Contractors 


1365 Bagley Ave. CAdillac 0243 
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WHAT IS ARCHITECTURE? 


(Continued from Page 3) 


be those in which the imagination of the artist is 
most plainly seen.”—Encyclopaedia Britannica. 

“Architecture is the art which so disposes and 
dorns the edifices raised by man for whatsoever 
use, that the sight of them contributes to his 
mental health, power, and pleasure. It is very nec- 
ary, in the outset of all inquiry, to distinguish 
carefully between architecture and building.” 
Ruskin. 

“Ornamentation is the principal part of archi- 
tecture. That is to say, that the highest nobility of 
à building does not consist in its being well built, 
but in its being nobly sculptured or painted.” 
Ruskin. 


‘The proper definition of architecture is merely 
the art of designing sculpture for a particular 
place, and placing it there on the best principle of 
building.”—Ruskin. 

“Architecture is nothing more or less than the 
art of ornamental and ornamented construction.” 

Fergusson. 


“The form of combinations in all styles of archi- 
tecture e but so many means of suiting the 
climate and country in whieh they are used.” 
Gwilt. 


“Architecture, the art of building, includes two 
elements, theory and practice. The former com- 
prehends the fine art side proper. The body of the 
general rules inspired by taste and based on tradi- 
tion, and the science which admits of demonstra- 
tions by means of invariable and absolute formulas. 
Practice is the application of theory to particular 
need it is practice wrich causes the art and the 
science to confer to the nature of materials, to 
climate, to the customs of the period, or to the 
necessities of the occasion.”—Viollet-le-Duc. 


Specify a Dependable 
SELF-ACTION WATER 
HEATERof ample capacity 


Our Merchandise Sales Depart- 
ment carries a wide variety of self- 
action, storage-type water heaters, 


“Hot Water 
Always” 


Association's testing laboratories. 
Detailed information and prices will 
be supplied promptly upon request. 


DETROIT CITY GAS CO. 


CHerry 3500 


BRANCHES: 
Wyandotte—3013 Biddle Ave 
Hamtramck—11601 Jos. Campau Dearborn—22113 Michigan Ave. 


Bagley at Clifford 


BRANCHES: 
Blvd.—Genera] Motors Bldg. 


all of which bear the approval and 
endorsement of the American Gas 


“Architecture is the art of construction according 
to the principles of the beautiful.” —Blanc. 

“The attentive study of the architecture of the 
different people of antiquity shows us in an unmis- 
takable manner that we call the style and character 
of the architecture is not only determined by the 
taste and needs of the population, but is influenced 
even by the nature of the country in which the 
ancient architects exercised their arts.”—Texier and 
Pullan. 

A truly astonishing variety which it would be 
easy to extend, but these are ample evidence of the 
opinions of the doctors, thus reflecting, in a degree, 
the opinions of lesser folk whose opportunities for 
forming a judgment on such a subject is more lim- 
ited than those who have made architecturę their 
life work. At the best the art of defining is a dif- 
ficult one, and is especially so in a subject embrac- 
ing so many different elements as architecture. As 
a matter of fact, most of these who have essayed 
to define the word have solved the problem by 
either limiting it to beautiful work or to that in 
which beauty or ornament—two terms apparently 
closely united, but frequently thoroughly opposed 
to one another—are included. Mr. Fergusson, whose 
enormous popular following is only exceeded by his 
general untrustworthiness and unsuitability as a 
chronicler of architectural history, took the trouble 
to illustrate his definition by a diagram, at the 
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end of which was a structure whose hideous plain- 
n was much like an ordinary factory, and which 
through a series of applications of various quan- 
tities of ornament and decoration was transformed, 
at the end, into a palatial facade of truly amazing 
proportions. This was architecture; the other 
of the progression were buildings or constructions. 

No distinction could well be more misleading, and 
it would have been hard to have composed a more 
artificial definition. It is true there is an impres- 
sion among general readers and observers, as weli 
as specialists, who should know better, that if ar- 
chitecture is not ornamental or ornamented build- 
ing, it is not far from it. Mr. Ruskin, for example, 
has devoted much of his life to the composing of 
definitions of architecture, and has propounded 
some of the most extraordinary and fanciful con- 
ceptions that have been given to the world, yet 
every one of them is but the expression of his own 
ideas, his individual impression, the statement of 
what he thinks architecture or should be. 

The fact is the definers of architecture base their 
definitions upon what they see around them. They 
are fascinated by the great monuments of archi- 
tectural art and refuse to admit anything unpre- 
tentious into their field of vision, unless forced to 
do so by the paucity of other memorials. In the 
present day we do not build monumental structures 
to feast our eyes upon, but many writers obviously 
compile their definitions upon modern practice and 


needs. The complex conditions of the d lie at 
the base of their meanings, not the historical a 


ciations or the story contained in the record of the 
art from immemorial ages. 

Architecture is the most ancient of the arts. Not 
as we know it, not as it was practiced in ancient 
Egypt or Assyria, or even in the stupendous monu- 
ments of ancient India, of unknown age and origin. 


If “architecture is the art of building according 
to principles which are determined, not merely by 
the ends the edifice is intended to serve, but by 
considerations of beauty and harmony,” then indeed 
is its origin recent and its history comparatively 
modern. But the structures in which beauty and 
harmony are considered are the successors to other 
structures into which these elements do not enter 
or in which their influence can only be traced in a 
rudimentary degree. The houses and buildings that 
line our streets today are the legitimate successors, 
or descendants if that be a better word, of the huts 
and “lean-to’s” erected by primitive man in the pri- 
me forest. In other words, the complex modern 
office buildings or dwellings with all their harmony 
and beauty, their ornamental and ornamented con- 
struction, their contributions to the mental health, 
power and pleasure of man, with whatsoever other 
qualities the imagination of the artistic critics may 
suggest, fulfill the same function in modern life, 
perform the same duty in modern society as the 
hut does for the rudest savage in the lowest stage 
of humanity. 


Like all other things, architecture had beginning; 
it could not have originated in any known edifice, 
because if the date or time of its erection is not 
known, the skill required in the construction of any 
structure that has survived from a distant past is 
sufficient to show that some earlier experience must 
have proceeded it. Those, therefore, who search the 
sands of Egypt, the mounds of Assyria for the 
earliest architectural work of men are deluding 
themselves into a false idea. It may be possible 
in one or the other of these localities to find the 
earliest known historical monument, the earliest 
structure whose history can actually be traced, but 
not the earliest feeble attempts man made in pro- 
viding himself with shelter. The origin of archi- 
tecture must be sought in prehistorie not in historic 
times, and the conditions there found must explain 
the meaning of the word, the nature of the art. Its 
earliest stage is not its most useful because it is 


not the most developed, but no definition can be 
accepted, no meaning adopted, which will limit the 
art to its latest form and make a natural product 
the plaything of the imagination of civilization. 

Were all men now living in the happy state of 
culture the highest type of white race has attained, 
it would be quite hopeless to look for the begin- 
ning of architecture or to find anything but a rela- 
tively advanced stage. Fortunately, many primitive 
forms of existence have survived intact to the pres- 
ent day in the savages who form a very consider- 
able part of the population of the earth, and even 
if the customs and ideas which they exhibit are not 
actual survivals from a primeval age, they are not 
less primitive in conception and employment. The 
early history of all phases of life has received fresh 
and abundant illustration from researches conducted 
in the primitive life of the present, and though it 
can never be ascertained how close this reconstruct- 
ed life approaches the reality, it throws much val- 
uable light upon the beginnings of human intellect. 
And we look for the origin of manufacturers 
and institutions in these early records so the origin 
of architecture must be sought in the same source. 

The first thing to be noted in primitive architec- 
ture is the total absence of the harmony, beauty 
and ornament which make up a large part of mod- 
ern building. The struggles for existence with which 
primitive man had to contend were too severe for 
him to spend time on anything but actual necessities. 
If his shelter had an idea at all it was to be useful, 
and nothing more was expected. Indeed, how could 
it? With few mental powers, with an active but 
fearful imagination, with narrow mechanical means 
and appliances, he had to do the best he could. 
Sometimes he took a strip of bark from a tree, 
sometimes gathered a heap of leaves; the cave was 
palatial, the hut of rough logs or branches, tied at 
the top by a twig and covered with leaves, a miracle 
no less amazing to his undeveloped mind than the 
dome of S. Sophia to the cultured Justinian. 
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JOINT MEETING 


Detroit Chapter, A.I.A. Michigan Society 
of Architects 


INTERCOLLEGIATE ALUMNI CLUB 
Tuesday, Jan. 28—Dinner at 6:30 P. M. 


No reservations necessary, but be sure and come— 
at least to the meeting at 8 P. M. 


Speaker: Mr. Barton P. Jenks, Jr., Boston archi- 
tect, sent here by the government, in charge of the 
James Couzens Housing Development in Oakland 
County. 


Mr. Jenks, who will speak on the subject of the 
Oakland Housing Project is an authority on housing 
and his talk should be of interest to architects. 


Architects’ Luncheon 


INTERCOLLEGIATE ALUMNI CLUB 
13th Floor, Penobscot Building 


Tuesday, January 28th, 12:30 p. m. 


ANN ARBOR SOCIETY OF 
ARCHITECTS MEETING 


The Ann Arbor Society of Architects will hold a 
joint meeting with the Ann Arbor Realtors 


At 6:30 p. m., January 30, 1936 
at the MICHIGAN UNION 


The purpose of the meeting is to create a work- 
able relation between these two organizations. 
Speakers will be Clair W. Ditchy, President of the 
Michigan Society of Architects and a speaker to 
be selected from the State Real Estate Board, 


MICHIGAN HOUSING 
ASSOCIATION MEETING 


Wednesday, January 29th 


SAVOYARD CLUB 
Buhl Building 


LUNCHEON 12:15 P. M.—50e 


Do You Or Do You Not Believe In “Zoning”? 


If you have no convictions on the subject, join 
with us and get both viewpoints. It is essential 
that we have our opinion on the subject erystalized. 


Open Meeting, Wednesday, Jan. 29th, 1936 


Subject: “Should This Association Support a 
Movement for a Zoning Ordinance for the City of 
Detroit?” 

Speaker: Mr. Herbert L. Russell, Secretary of 
the City Plan Commission. 


We believe that Mr. Russell is qualified to pre- 
sent this subject in an unbiased manner, having 
given considerable study to past zoning efforts in 
this city. He has a clear understanding of its value 
and relationship to a well-rounded housing program. 


We can assure you of a pleasant and instructive 
luncheon hour, and ask that you make every effort 
to be there and bring a friend. There will be a 
free discussion after Mr. Russell’s address. If you 
cannot join us at the luncheon hour, be sure to 
come after lunch, not later than 1:10 P. M. 


This will be an open forum for the benefit of 
those interested in better housing for the lower 
income group, and zoning, and is not limited to 
members of the Michigan Housing Association. 

Please phone MAdison 7377 for reservation. 


MICHIGAN HOUSING ASSOCIATION 
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BUILDERS’ AND TRADERS’ EXCHANGE OF DETROIT 


Manon P. Rumney, President; H. Eugene Webb, Vice-President; Albert Beever, Vice-President; Claude Filer, 
Trensurer; Edwin J. Brunner. Secretary 
Directorn:—Gage Cooper, Herman Banbrook, Leo Rowley. Edward Leavenworth, Walter Trowell. 


439 Pensnscot Bide., RAadeiph 5500 


Edited by E. J. Brunner 


Annual Meeting 


The fifty-first annual meeting of the Builders’ 
and Traders’ Exchange held Tuesday, January 2i 
was one of those rare occasions which will long 
he reminisced about by those who were present at 
the business meeting and the “open house”: but by 
the same token, one of those occasions which los 
about ninety per cent of its glamour when you try 
to put it down in writing. For how can anyone set 
down with any elaborateness the fact that a group 
of congenial men meet, talk, get acquainted, and 
have a pleasant time 

So let us waive trying to do it, and tell you some 
of the business procedure. 

First of all the annual election resulted in the 
following three men being elected for three year 
terms to the Board of Director: 

Bert Haberkorn of the J. H. A. Haberkorn Co. 

Ray L, Spitzley of the R. L. Spitzley Heating Co. 

John Wenzel of Wenzel Floor Co, 

In the order named this brings to the board a 
carpenter contractor, a heating and piping contrac- 
tor, and a floor contractor, 

The six membe of the board holding over are 
Herman Banbrook of Banbrook Gowan Co., general 
contractor; Albert Beever of Beever Plastering Co., 


plastering contractor; Edgar Leavenworth of 
Christa-Bachelder Co., marble contractor Gage 
Cooper of Cooper Supply Co., builders’ supplie 


Leo Rowley of Leo Rowley Co, painting contractor; 
and H, Eugene Webb of Lowrie and Webb Co., lum- 
ber dealers. 

This board of nine will elect its officers at an 
organization meeting which will be reported next 
week. 

The retiring members of the board are Mason P. 
Rumney, president of the Exchange, and of Detroit 
Steel Products, manufacture of steel h and 
other steel products for the construction industry 
and automotive industry; Claude Filer, treasurer of 
the Exchange and of J. A. Mercier Brick Co.. brick 
and cement; and Walter Trowell of Trowell Con- 
struction Co., carpenter contractors. 

Mason P. Rumney in his president's report took 
as his first major theme, the special bulletins of 
the Exchange and traced the work of the board 
and the staff behind these bulletins. Included sub- 
jects were the sales tax, the WPA and PWA. co- 
operative work with the city hall, and establish- 
ment of branch procurement office in Detroit. 

Pointing to the progress upward the hange 
had made during 1935, Mr. Rumney predicted for 
the forthcoming year as follows: 


“If business keeps on its upward course as we all 
anticipate, the Exchange will undoubtedly be able 
to increase its membership and thus add to its 
revenues. Through the untiring efforts of your 
staff the Exchange has been able to weather the 
storm, but its biggest immediate problem is more 
funds with which to expand its activities.” 

William F. Seeley, golf chairman of the Archi- 
tects’ and Builders’ and Traders’ Golf Outings made 
his eighth annual report as chairman. As a matter 
of statistics he pointed out that 352 men played 
golf during the season. 

E. J. Brunner, secretary of the Exchange in his 
annual report cited a gain of 31 per cent in mem- 
bership in 1935 and predicted a larger gain in 1936, 
A large chart showing membership progress of the 
Exchange compared to volume of building activity 
in Detroit was displayed. 

Both the secretar report and the tr 
report (the latter being given by Karl Doeren, audi- 
tor, on the request of Claude Filer, treasurer) made 
plain the fact that the Exchange throughout the 
period from January 1, 1928 to the present has been 
operated on a business budget basis which has kept 
it in the black. It was in a few years immediately 
preceding 1928 that the Exchange in the midst of 
prosperous conditions in Detroit's construction in- 
dustry ran large into the red and used up every 
cent of a large and hard earned surplus. 

The one and only debt of the Exchange at the 
present time more than one month old is consider- 


ably less than one thousand dollars and the net 
worth of the Exchange after rigorous elimination 
of doubtful accounts receivable is many fold that 
figure. 

Quoting briefly to the point above from the sec- 
retary’s report: 


“Cannot it be said with enough assurance to still 
any doubt of anyone, either member or non-member, 
that the administration of this Exchange has b 
tested thoroughly on a pay go basis, Tt cer- 
tainly has. and not eight years has there been 
any thought of asking for special assessments, or 
vial aid 

“And To want to take this opportunity to tell yeu 
members, that your elected Boards of Directors one 
afier the other were earnest, vel-he d, and un 
tiring in doing their part to carry the ‘Exchange 
through the vicissitudes it has passed through, Never 
iv time was there thought other than ploughing 
a and makin it go. Never at any tiie was 
to cut salaries any more than 

Alwavs have the boards re- 

the cuts. and there was men- 
granting the raise near the end of 
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WHAT’S NEW IN HOUSES 


By G. Frank Cordner, A. J. A. 


Interest in home building never seems to wane, in spite of setbacks. Those of us 
who haven’t one, want one. Those who have want a better one or else they want to 
change neighborhoods. Thanks to the Federal Housing Administration system of mort- 
gage insurance and its Better Housing Campaign we see very definite signs of renewed 


activity in house building. Let’s visit some 
of these new houses and see what's going 
on, see what’s new in houses. 

The resuits of a recent nationwide com- 
petition among architects for designs for 
medium size house indicate that not alone 
the house, but the lot and the neighbor- 
hood now form the basis of planning and 
design. Architects are pointing the way to 
better living through houses that consider 
all these phases I have just mentioned. 
Houses and their garages are being con- 
solidated into one structure with the ga- 
rage frequently on the street side and the 
living room looking over the beautified 
rear garden, where local conditions make 
this feasible. 

We find an increasing number of houses that are 
being built firesafe. Light forms of steel and of 
concrete seem to be leading in popularity. More 
and larger windows, both wood and steel, are being 
provided and where the view warrants, the large 
stationary, plate glass panorama window has re- 
appeared, 

Because so many people take most of their meals 
in a room other than the dining room, the latter 
is slowly disappearing or is becoming a part of an 
enlarged living room. The breakfast nook or dining 
alcove, as you please, has come to stay because of 
its practicality. 

There is much evidence that the full basement 
is on its way out because modern air conditioning 
plants, laundry equipment and play rooms may just 
as well be put above ground. In the case of play 
and recreation rooms they are infinitely better out 
of damp basements. 

Kitchens are smaller but are receiving more care 
in their planning and equipment. Electric fans for 
removing Leat and odors are now common. Longer 
counters and work places are being recognized as 
nec ties. Linoleum in special colors is seen on 
walls for ready washing, and also on drainboards. 
The newer sinks have metal cabinets and drawers 
below and a wide range of colors is available. Less 
food storage space is needed now. As a nation we 
are eating less and stores are nearby to store it 
for us. 


Heat insulation 3 become the common require- 
ment in outside walls and topmost ceiling. There 
is no insulating value in ordinary building paper, 
contrary to what you may be told by those inter- 
ested in selling you a house. Investigate. In no 
one thing does the modern house show greater 
progress over its predecessors than in attention to 


MARTIN & KRAUSMANN CO. 
GENERAL CONTRACTORS 


955 East Jefferson RAndolph 9865 


ical comfort, Insulation, weatherstripping, bet- 
ndows, lower ceilings and better heating sys- 
tems all combine to make us comfortable. Air con- 
ditioning stems are gaining impetus as costs 
gradually decline and broaden the market. 

The average air conditioning plant warms the 
air, generally with oil as the fuel but now and then 
using coal, circulates it under pressure from a blow- 
er to the rooms, returns it to the heater, filters it, 
adds moisture and then repeats the cycle. Not 
many are yet cooling it in summer nor removing 
excess moisture as occasion demands not because 
these are impossitle of accomplishment but because 
the added cost is usually more than the homebuyer 
of modest means can afford to pay. Room tem- 
peratures are controlled by automatic regulators as 
is usually but not always the percentage of humidity. 

Large, accessible attics are disappearing from 
two story houses, although they are still seen over 
the one floor bungalow type, 

Exterior design of residences is slow to respond 
to new types so one may come upon a very modern 
plan or layout having its exterior done in the de- 
tails of one of the conventional or period styles. It 
is the same with interiors. Entire interiors in the 
modern style are rare in small houses as yet but 
one will find single rooms, decoration here and there 
and other features that indicate the trend, One in- 

Continued on page 8 
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H. H. Dickinson Company 


Main Office Telephone 
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PUNCH AND JUDY THEATRE 
Kercheval at Fisher Road Niagara 3898 


WEDNESDAY—THURSDAY JAN. 29—30 
prd in “A Feather In Her Hat” 


Pauline 


Plus Lyle Talbot in “Br way Hostess” 
FRIDAY—SATURDAY JAN. 31—FEB. 1 
J s Cagney in “Frisco Kid” 
Saturday 11 P. M.—Robert MceWade in 


“Cappy Ricks Returns” 


FEB. 2—3—4 


SUN 


i Colman in 
“The Man Who Broke the Bank at Monte Ca 


——— 
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Agree, Chas. N 
Revised plans re 


1140 Book Tower, CA. 9263.— 
igured on press repair shop, 
Woodward Garage, cond and La Belle, City of 
Detroit Street Railway. Bids due Jan. 20. 
Same.—Re-figuring press repair shop, Woodward 
Garage, Second and La Belle, City of Detroit Street 
Railway. Bids closed. 

Same.—Re-figuring Money-House, City of Detroit 
Street Railwe Bids closed. 

Same.—Bids closed on air conditioning on Rialto 
Theatre, Flint, Mich. 

Same.—Taking figures on 2 story and basement 
addition to newspaper plant, Polish Dai News, 
Canfield and Stoepel Pl. Bids due Jan. 2 

Same.—Preparing plans for remodeling and mod- 
ernization of Rialto Theatre, formerly Temple The- 
atre, Bay City, located at cor. Washington and 7th 
Streets. 

Same.—Preparing plans for store building, East 
Warren Ave. and Outer Drive. 

Same.—Preparing plans for residence on Collins 
Ave., Miami Beach, Fla. 

Same.—Taking bids on remodeling of two stores, 
Rialto Theatre. Bids due Jan, 27, 

Same.—Taking bids on stoker for Capital The- 
atre, Detroit. 

Same—General contract on remodeling of ware- 
house, 14th and Porter, A. E, Olender, ewner, let 
to Phliip Caplan. 

Confer, Earl A., 18970 Grand River, RE. 2714. 
Taking figures on automobile sales and service s 
tion, 160x125, Michigan Ave., beginning Jan. 

Same.—Plans for residence, Bretton Drive, com- 

pleted. Held over temporarily. 
De Rosiers, Arthur, 1414 Macabees Bldg., CO. 
2178.—Plans for school and church building for St. 
Mary’s Parish, Kalamazoo, Mich., completed about 
eb, 15. 

Derrick, Robt. O., Inc., 35 Fl. Union Trust Bldg., 
CA, 3175.—Plans on Recreation Building for Edison 
Institute of Technology, Greenfield Village, Dear- 
born, completed about Feb. 1. 

Same.—Plans for east addition to waiting room, 
Greenfield Village, Ford Museum, completed soon. 

Same.—Bids closed for two sets of gates, orna- 
mental iron work, Oakwccd Blvd. and Airport 
Drive. 

Same.—Plans for Grace Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, Lakepointe and Kercheval, ready after Feb. 
ith. 

Dise, J. Ivan, 2631 Woodward, CA. 4789.—Figures 
on residence, Bedford Rd., Grosse Pointe Park, part- 
ly completed, 

Same.—Figures on residence, ijedford Rd., Grosse 
Pointe Park, partly completed. 

Kuni, Wm. H., CA. 50.—Taking figures on res- 
idence, Warrington Drive. Also residence on Park- 
side. Figures to close shortly. 

Same.—Taking figures on two residences, Rose- 
dale Park. 

Marr, Richard, 415 Brainard, TE, 1-6860.—Alte 


tion to store at 317 West Fort. Bids closed. 


5o. closed. 


5 


5 Milford St. 


ARCHITECTS’ 


Same.—Bids on dairy building for Wilson Dairy 


REPORTS 


Merrit & Cole, LO. 2483.—Gym, Ithaca School. 
Foundation and excavation let to Corrick Bros. 
Other figures to be taken week of Jan, 27. 

Mueller, G. A., 1346 Broadway, RA. 376° Pre- 
paring plans for addition and alteration to brewery 
for Canton Brewing Co., Canton, Ohio, 

Same.—Preparing plans for addition and altera- 
tion to Krantz Brewing Co., Findlay, Ohio. 

Schley, Cyril Edward, 1123 Lafayette Bldg., CA. 
8499.—Plans for residence for Dr. Wm. Streit, Wa 
rington Drive, Palmer Woods completed. 

Smith, Hinchman & Grylls, 800 Marquette Bldg.. 
RA.8825.—Preparing plans for alteration to Central 
M. E. Church. 

Same.—Preparing plans for school for Children’s 
Home, Mt. Clemens, Mich. 

Same.—Preparing preliminary plans for Gradu- 
ates’ School, Rackham Memorial, Ann Arbor, h. 

Same.—2 story addition to Garfield Telephone 
Bldg. Ready about Feb. 1 for figures. 

Same.—Plans for 5-story building for Singer Sew- 
ing Machine Co., completed about Feb. 15. 

Same.—Taking bids on Warehouse No. 6, Peoria, 
Il., Hiram Walker, starting Jan. 17. 

Stratton, W. B., 120 Madison Ave., CH. 
Alteration at S. W. corner John R., and Farmer for 
Lewella Hannan Charitable Corp, let to Stibbard 
Construction Co. 

Wetzel, B. C. & Co., 2317 Dime Bank Bldg., CA, 
4941.—Burr Oak School. Bids opened but no awards 
made as yet. 

Wright, Frank H., 2317 Dime Bank Bldg., CA 
4941.—Plans for residence for Mr, and Mrs, R. P. 
Lewis, Flint, completed about Feb, 15. 

Same.—Taking figures on store building, First 
Ave., Flint. 

Wright, D. Allen, 133 W. Grand Blvd., LA, 4572.— 
Plans and specifications completed for residence, 
Wahoo, Wis. Owner taking figures. 

Same.—Taking figures on residence, Ridge Road, 
Grosse Pointe Farms, by invitation only. 
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DECORATIVE PAINTING: ITS PURPOSE AND SUGGESTION 
FOR ITS EXECUTION 


Released Through Barnet Phillips Co., Andrew R. Maglia, Associates, Architectural Decorators 


The purpose of decorative painting, is probably the least understood of any of the 
work that is used in the interiors of buildings, and few comprehend its value and neces- 
sity, particularly in Public and Semi-Publie Buildings. 

The lack of understanding of this character of work and its too frequent im- 


proper application, has prejudiced many 
against it. Not being a structural material 
(in a literal sense) it is too often con- 
sidered only as a protective medium and 
immaterial whether done at all or how 
executed. This, however, is an erroneous 
conception which should be corrected. 

Decorative painting in its true sense is a fine art 
—as much so as sculpture or other allied arts. It 
a real necessity wherever plaster surfaces are 
used, and in many cases is more effective and econ- 
omical than the use of other materials or forms of 
treatment, 

Its purpose when used with judgment is to en- 
hance the room; to give restfulness and balance, 
with that degree of contrast or relationship in color 
as will best suit the architectural scheme. Its pur- 
pose as to effect is similar to the use of stone, mar- 
ble, bronze, wood or other materials of a textural 
and color valu 

Its possibil s in obtaining effects goes much 
further than other mediums of expression, due to 
the innumerable combinations of tone and colo: 
that can be used, 

It acts a medium to blend and pull together 
other materials that enter into the construction of 
the room, Textures and self tones can be employed 
to great advantage, where both character and sim- 
ple effects are desired. There are cases where 
creative design and color may prove the best and 
most economical method of expression, such as in 
rooms that have a functional purpose. There are 
still other rooms of a monumental character, where 
great richness in subdued colors or gold are essen- 
tial to give the proper accentuation, as in orna- 
mental coffered ceilings. 

The possibilities of decorative painting are end- 
less, and whether done in the simplest neutral tone 
or in a highly decorative manner, it is one of the 
most essential factors in the successful treatment 
of an interior, 

It is evident that great judgment and study 
should be devoted to this branch of architecture to 
insure the desired results. The work cannot be 
given out in a haphazard manner, and whoever is 
entrusted with the commission must be thoroughly 
capable of handling it. 

Decorative painting is a specialized field of art, 
and should not be confused with the work of the 
plain or mural painter, these being separate fields 
of endeavor just as much so as those of the mason, 
the stone cutter or modeler. One could not expect 
the mason to give the same result as a stone cutter 
or modeler, and for the same reason one cannot 
procure decorative painting from a plain or mural 
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painter who has not been trained for this type of 
work or has no organization for its execution. 

The decorative painter to direct and execute this 
work should be one who has had training in art and 
architecture, with an understanding of the archi- 
tect’s and owner’s viewpoints, and results to be 
achieved. He must have creative ability and a tech- 
nical knowledge as to the best methods for the 
execution of the work together with a broad ex- 
perience and an organization of competent and 
trained artisans. He should know when and how to 
Suggest changes. additions or eliminations in the 
scheme as the work progresses, that will lead to 
its successful completion, 

It can be readily seen that it is impossible to over- 
come this lack of knowledge in the mind of a dec- 
ea 
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orator or painter who may have the best of inten- 
tions but is lacking in the training and understand- 
ing of this type of work. Even the most complete 
and adequate drawings, specifications and supervi- 
sion will be useless in his hands. For these reasons 
it is impossible to have work of this character car- 
ried out successfully by open competitive bidding. 

In order to obtain the proper service and results 
as outlined, a method has been used by a number of 
architects and owners which has proved most econ- 
omical and satisfactory in i attainments. This 
method eliminates the neces for indiscriminate 
competitive bidding. 

1. The architect to insert in his specifications an 
allowance sufficient to cover the decorative paint- 
ing, this to form a part of the general contract and 
subject to the control of the architect, or handled 
by the architect and owner as a separate item, 

2. To select by invitation a decorative painter 
(or not more than three) of repute and standing to 
review the work in question, who is to give his 
credentials in writing to the owner and architect 
for their consideration. 

3. The owner and architect if satisfied with this 
information, to request the decorator (or any one 
of the three) to prepare a preliminary scheme with- 
out prejudice or cost to the owner 

4. The scheme to consist of such color drawings 
and descriptive specifications as will give a general 
idea of the work proposed, together with a budget 
of cost that shall not exceed the amount specified. 
5. If this preliminary work is not satisfactory 
to the architect and owner they may ta up the 
work with some one else in the same manner with- 
out obligation. 

6. If the preliminary work is satisfactory, the 
decorator to be commissioned to prepare the follow- 
ing data, for which he may make a service charge to 
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be agreed upon in advance with the architect and 
owner. 

7. To prepare all color or line drawings to fully 
illustrate the work intended, together with detail 
specifications in which latitude is given to make 
changes as the work progresses. From these draw- 
ings and specifications, a detailed budget to be 
prepared based on the cost of each space and fur- 
ther analyzed to give the cost of the various ele- 
ments that go to make up the amount of the budget, 
such as wo ig drawings and layouts, cartoons, 
samples, decorative painting labor, decorative orna- 
mental painting labor, overhead and profit. 

8. If the foregoing is generally satisfactory to 
the architect and owner, an agreement to be entered 
into with the decorative painter for the execution 
of the work which shall also include all costs under 
items 6 and 7. 

9. If a working basis cannot be agreed upon, the 
decorative painter to be paid the amount for service 
in item 6, and the matter closed. The drawings, 
specifications, ete., being the property of the owner. 

The method outlined herein will give the basis 
for a fair and impartial contract, will enable the 
architect and owner to keep a check on the work 
both in labor and execution, and will give latitude 
for changes as may be deemed necessary as the 
work progresses without extra cost to the owner. 
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List of Committee Appointments for Years 1935-36 


STANDING COMMITTEES 


Publicity: Henry F. Stanton, Chairman, Herbert 
G. Wenzell, Wm. D. Cuthbert. 

Membership: Richard H. Marr, Chairman, C. Wil- 
liam Palmer, Geo. M. McConkey, James A. Spence. 

Exhibitions: Frank H. Wright, Chairman, Wells 
I, Bennett, Herbert G. Wenzell. 

Lecture and Program: Arthur K. Hyde, Chair- 
man, Talmage C. Hughes, Emil Lorch. 

Professionel Practice: Branson V. Gamber, Chair- 
man. Henry F. Stanton, Aloys Frank Herman, Wm. 
D. Cuthbert. 

Competitions: Adolph Eisen, Chairman, Richard 
H. Marr, Aloys Frank Herman. 

Relations to the State Board for Registration of 
Architects: Walter E. Lentz. Chairman, Branson 
V. Gamber, Wells I. Bennett, Richard H. Marr, Mar- 
cus Burrowes, Aloys Frank Herman, David H. Wil- 
liams, Jr. 


SPECIAL COMMITTEES 


Riverfront Development: Wells I. Bennett, Chair- 
man, Milton J. Pettibone, Richard P. Raseman. 

Architects’ and Contractors’ Joint Committee: 
Richard H. Marr, Chairman, H. J. Maxwell Grylls, 
Wm. G. Malcomson. 

Detroit Building Code: LeRoy Lewis, Chairman, 
Frederick A. Fairbrother, C. Kenneth Bell. 

Public Works: Frank Eurick, Jr., Chairman, G. 
Frank Cordner, J. Maxwell Grylls. 

Architectural Guidance: Lancelot Sukert, Chair- 
man, Aloys Frank Herman, Henry F. Stanton. 


| Harrigan & Reid Co. 


Heating and Plumbing Contractors 


1365 Bagley Ave. CAdillae 0243 


MICHIGAN SOCIETY OF ARCHITECTS q 


Liaison Committee with City Plan Commission: 
Herbert G. Wenzell, Chairman, Marcus R. Burrowes. 

Associated Technical Societies: William B. Strat- 
ton, Clair W. Ditchy, Chairman. 

Construction League Representative: David H. 
Williams, Jr., Chairman, Frank H. Wright. 

Chapter History: Clair W. Ditchy, Chairman, 
Arthur K. Hyde. 

Producers’ Council Liaison Officer: Talmage C. 
Hughes. 

Building Congress Representatives: Wm, G, Mal 
comson, Branson V. Gamber. 

Housing Conference Representative: G. Frank 
Cordner. 

Educational Committee: Emil Lorch, Chairman, 
Branson V, Gamber, Arthur K. Hyde. 

Community Fund Budget: Robert O. Derrick, 
Chairman, Adolph Eisen. 

Zoning Committee: Richard P., Raseman, Chair- 
man, Arthur K. Hyde, Lancelot Sukert, Jean Heb- 
rards, 


CONVENTION PLANS FORMING 


Pierre Lindhout, Grand Rapids architect 
and member of a committee of Grand Rap- 
ids Architects in charge of arrangements 
for the M.S.A. Convention was in Detroit 
last week to confer with Clair W. Ditchy, 
president of the Society. 

The Twenty-second Annual Convention 
of the Society will be held at the Pantlind 
Hotel in Grand Rapids on March 13 and 
14. 

Mr. Lindhout reports that the Builders’ 
and Traders’ Exchange of Grand Rapids 
will take an active part in welcoming the 


delegates to Grand Rapids and to their 
Home Show which will be held at that 
time. 

Now that there is improvement in the 
industry the Convention will undoubtedly 
have much of interest on how to improve 
conditions and how better to serve the 
public. 

Committee Reports Requested 

As the annual convention of the Michi- 
gan Society of Architects is approaching, 
chairmen of Committees are requested to 
file reports for the past year with the Bul- 
letin in order that they may be published 
in advance. 

It is hoped that those listed below will 


WENZEL FLOORS 


J-M Asphalt Tile—Magnesite Composition 
Masonite 


439 Penobscot Bldg. 


RAndolph 5500 


For Interesting and Effective Interior Decoration 
We Suggest 


Insulite Tile and Plank Products 
ATTRACTIVE—EFFICIENT—PERMANENT 


DETROIT LUMBER CO. 


5601 W. Sefferson Ave, Vinewood 1-2090 


THE MODERN GENERAL D ELECTRIC KITCHEN 


Our Kitchen Planning Department will co-operate with you in scien- 
tifically laying out your kitchen, without obligation. 


CASWELL INC. 


PHONE TEMPLE 1-6850 
478 WEST CANFIELD AVE. 


Michigan Distributors for General Electric Home Servants 
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cooperate by an early response. 

List of Committees and Chairmen 
Membership—Andrew R. Morison. 
Entertainment—Louis Kamper. 
Education—Emil Lorch. 

Registration and Legislation— Walter E. 
Lentz. 

Publicity—Talmage C. Hughes. 

Public Affairs—Alvin E. Harley. 

Practice—Fred Beckbissinger. 

Architects-Contractors Joint Committee 
—Lancelot Sukert. 

Detroit Building Code—Clair W. 
Ditchey. 

Publicity for the Profession—Richard 
H. Marr. 

Committee to Cooperate with Detroit 
City Plan Committee—G. Frank Cordner. 
Architects’ Charges—H. H. Turner. 

State Registration Examinations— Wirt 
C. Rowland. 

Councillors to Associated Technical So- 
cieties—Frank Eurick, Jr. 

Relations to State Board for Registra- 
tion of Architects—Walter E. Lentz. 


CAN YOU USE THIS MAN? 


Registered architect, member of arch- 
itectural organization, in good standing, is 
seeking connection with a firm, in sales 
promotion, as contact man or a combina- 
tion wherein his architectural and sales 
ability would be used. 

The Bulletin can vouch for this arch- 
itect’s standing in the profession as well 
as his sales ability and experience. 

His record on important work and con- 
tacts already established should qualify 
him as a valuable man in the right kind of 
organization, 

Address the Bulletin. 


WHAT'S NEW IN HOUSES 
Continued from page 3 


fluence that will speed this up is the more rapid 
spread of furniture done in the modern manner. 
Movable equipment is alw more quick to respond 
to new influences than fixed matters like buildings. 

Surprisingly enough, there are but few really 
new materials to be found on the new houses. Old- 
er materials being used in new ways are much 
more common. Except for windows and mirrors, 
glass has still to be used in other ways as it has 
been used in commercial buildings. Even in bath- 
rooms where it is highly suitable it has made little 
inroad on the old familiar tile. And, speaking of 
bathrooms, have you seen the new pressed steel 
plumbing fixtures with beautiful porcelain enameled 
finishes in many colors? And the new bathtub, 4’ 


UNiversity 2-4620 
The Insulation Contracting Co. 
ATTIC SPECIALISTS 


ALL FORMS OF INSULATION 
A, G. GRAFF, Sales Mgr. 


2929 W. Six Mile Road 


Royal Oak 1079 


square, provided with angular seats and a diagonal 
tub dep: m? 

In artificial lighting there is a trend toward soft- 
er, non-glare types and with more general ceiling 
lighting. Fore of bridge lamps giving next to 
no light are very lovely but are ruinous to eyes. 
Have them if you must but provide general lighting 
as well. The modern type of standing lamp which 
directs most of its light to the ceiling is very good. 

These are some of the things that you have seen 
today. 


New York Office 
RANDOLPH 6329 101 Park Avenue 


BARNET PHILLIPS CO. 
Andrew R. Maglia, Associates 
Architectural Decorators 


SOL Cadillac Square Ridi. Detroit, Mich. 


SCHROEDER 
PAINT & GLASS CO. 


MADISON 3500 


DPA 
DISTRIBUTORS OF 


“Lowe Bros.” Paints and Varnishes 
“Barreled Sunlight” Enamel 
Glass for Every Purpose 


GENERAL ELECTRIC 
WARM AIR CONDITIONER 


Direct Fired—LB-4 


Following tradi- 
al General 


Slectric 
a compact, beau- 
tiful unit. 


The re 
small s 
quired is 
freshing « 
to the elephant- 
ine direct fired 
jobs on the mar- 
ket today. 


The same oil 
burning T 


this unit 
has been supply- 
ing satisfaction 
to thousands of 
G-E oil burning 
ge furnace users 


Price $660.00 F. O. B. Factory 
GENERAL @ ELECTRIC 


Air Conditioning Corporation 


6150 Second Blvd. MAdison 1450 


